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Stone, Irving 
THE PASSIONATE JOURNEY $3.00 

* Stone has done for an American artist what he did in Lust for Life for a French- 
man, Van Gogh. The American is John Noble, and his story is es violent a one, at times as 
poignant, always as contradictory es was Van Gogh's tragic tale. The two had much in com | 
mon, their utter unpredictability, their rejeotion of the norms of life, their exaltations | 
and depressions. Where Van Gogh escaped into madness, Noble escaped into alcoholism- or 
attempted to. Van Gogh had a harder road; Noble won acceptance, fame, international recog- 
nition, material rewards. Both fought the inner poison of loneliness, and again-Noble had 
less reason. For his family- in Wichita- while not understanding him, at least gave him 
surface backing and love; two women loved him greatly; Frances, whom he could not bring 
himself to marry; Amelia, whom he married and worshipped and tortured. It is an absorbing| 
story, successful on the human plane, less successful when Stone attempts the spiritual in- 
terpretations, but unfailingly good reading, good entertainment. There is- as always in 
his fictional biographies- possibly more of fiction than rigid adherence to fact. But Stone 
has a rare gift for conveying a sense of fidelity to his subject. y 


Eeny-Meeny- Miny- Mo 


It looks like a strong market for Elisabeth Ogilvie'’s ROWAN HEAD (Whittlesey) which its 
more absorbing than her previous books; a less wide but established audience for Anne 
Goodwin Winslow's IT WAS LIKE THIS (Knopf); and two hopeful first novels- Janet Macfar- 
lane's A FAMILY MATTER (Scribner) and Haidee Terrill's THE SQUARE (Macmillan). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
September 1 


Kormendi, Ference Crown 
THE HAPPY GENERATION $3.50 


A lengthy family novel which has appeared in eleven languages besides its origin 
el Hungarian since its publication in 1934, this, because of its intensely European tone, 
its redundant futility, may have difficulty in finding an American market. Beginning with 
the birth of Paul Hegedus at the start of the twentieth century, it follows his life up tc 
his final disillusionment, withdrawal and loneliness in 1933. It gives a picture of the 
way of life typical of an upper middle class Budapest family in showing Paul as a child ar 
the emotional ties that made up his world, in underlining his relations with his parents, 
his brother and the members of the household, in mirroring the years of the first World Wal 
and the changes of economic and political upheaval. There is a stay in Switzerland when 
Paul has tuberculosis, another in Berlin which ends with the double suicide of the girl h 
loves and his cousin who are lesbians, and Budapest again where, with the death of his fa; 
ther, Paul goes to work at the bank. There follow unsuccessful marriages ending in divor 
end Paul, alone and unhappy, is unable to regain the peace and security he had known as a; 
child. The scope is broad, the characters well drawn, and the whole has unity but the ; 
total effect is of excessive length. 
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September 8 


Ogilvie, Elisabeth Whittlesey House 
ROWAN HEAD $3.00 


* Maine again, and with stronger dramatic values and emotional pressures than in 
her Bennett Island trilogy (Crowell), and these did very well, this seems assured of an 
even better popular reception. Jt is the story of Miriam Chase who comes to the home of 
the Camerons, once prominent shipbuilders, to serve as nurse to widowed Felice Cameron who 
since the death of her husband had retreated into an unreal world. In a household over- 
cast by tragedy and hatred, there is the fierce discord between two of the three sons; 
Barth, who is attempting to start a new shipyard- and to bring his mother back to sanity; 
Giles, a rotter, who is ready to sell his family out and Rowan Head from under them; David, 
who escaped the taunts and terror of his childhood into a world of his own. Barth sees 
what little money he has levied to cover Giles' criminal actions; his workshop and his 
models destroyed by an act of violence; and when Mrs. Cameron is impelled toward death- 
indirectly through Giles, Rowan Head is burnt to the ground- and David with it, Barth has 
nothing left of a twenty year struggle save Miriam who gives him the faith to go on... The 
pitch here, psychological, romantic is high but never suspect, and there's a strong narra- 
tive drive which makes this continually holding. 


September 14 


Levin, Dan Whittlesey House 
MASK OF GLORY $3.00 


Life and death in the Marines is shown in the story of Glenn Manson in all its 
frank, once unprintable gutter language. From Cleveland and one of its immigrant families, 
Glenn found his escape in enlisting in the Marines, and discovered some of the answers to 
his gropings in the rough fellowship of his companions from boot training, through assign- 
ment to the Pacific, to island life and a girl there, to combat which led to his death. He 
learns the code, the traditions, the real and storied glory of the Corps, the verities be- 
hind the sham and the unanswered questions of life in the midst of death. For Glenn, 
fighting his background, has dreams of being a hero, has too the fears of that same dream, 
is sure in his faith that he will return home even though he knows how slim his chances 
are, and is certain too that things will be different. There's a sadness here, some sound 
flesh and blood good joes, grim and brutal scenes, and dialogue that depends on all the 
four letter words. A book primarily for a masculine audience which has not yet been jaded 


by war stories. 


September 19 


FitzGibbon, Constantine Knopf 
THE IRON HOOP $3.00 


With none of the sharply seasoned romantic interest of The Arabian Bird (Rinehart, 
1948), this is a somewhat more ambitious second novel which uses an imaginary framework of 
time and place and certain allegorical techniques. This tells of New City, in a postwar 
occupation area, with its Iron Hoop- a ruined part of the city tenanted by deserters, refu- 
gees, criminals, victims. There the Captain, a security officer sent overseas after an in- 
volvement with a girl, meets Anna- who had escaped from an orphanage with her brother, Paul, 
and Bun and Lin- who quickly take to violence. In his affair with Anna, the Captain con- 
fronts the eventual opprobrium of his uncle, the General, and of course his wife, and when 
Anna returns to the Hoop- she takes a willing part inan anarchical attempt to overthrow the 
occupation. The death and imprisonment of all who participate follow the failure of the 
revolt,while the Captain returns quietly to England... One questions whether the message 
here is sufficiently valid, and certainly the form is not a popular one, for this to reach 


an audience. 









August 1, 1949 Fiction -403- 


September 19 






Gallico, Paul Knopf 
& THE LONELY $2.50 







A sentimental transoceanic gesture for young American airmen and the pull between 
their expected futures and what the war offered them. This is Lt. Jerry Wright, 25, exem- 
plary product of an upper class Long Island upbringing, who takes Patches, a WAAF of the 
stiffest upper lip, with him on a two weeks furlough in Scotland. Finding in her all the 
answers to his young gropings, he is torn by his loyalty to his fiancee, Catherine who has 
been his companion since childhood. He seizes the unexpected chance to fly home for a few 
hours and is almost swerved from Patches by his parents’ too facile understanding and un- 
questioning belief he will keep to his code. But back in England his love for Patches trans~ 
cends their demands and he accepts in adult fashion the problems and heartaches his de- 
cision to marry her will bring. Gentle but not wholly sappy understanding for the handker- 
chief hour. 























Massingham, Hugh Random House 

FEAR NO EVIL $3.00 

An English novel that inquires into the lives of both the clergy and the poor, and 
touches on the middle men in the interim. Although accordion-styled, with long arduous 
pulls in practically every scene, this manages to cover in an interesting fashion such areas 
as blackmail, old maid twitterings over tea cups, the seduction of a respected clergyman by 
& prostitute. Through the flaccid drunkard, Eric Parker, Reverend Bobs Dewson learns that 
his son, Ren, is wanted by the police. As Bobs is in line for a canonry, this is an un- 
desirable situation and the Reverend sets out to hunt for wayward Ron. In London, prin, 
repressed Bobs is sucked under by Ron's prostitute friend, May, and in due time breaks the 

@ seventh commandment... An astute, decadent study of the effect of sin upon 4 stalwart member 
of the church, and also a cleverly handled glimpse into a group of small towners. But not 
for all tastes. 






























September 21 


Fineman, Irving Harper 
RUTH $3.00 


Returning to the source, and method of his Jacob (Random House-1941), this is a 
retelling of the Old Testament story of the beautiful Moabitess who left her native land to 
become a true woman of Israel. How she learned the teaching of Moses and the ways of life 
of the children of Israel from her mother-in-law, Naomi; how she made her place though 4 
stranger among people who suspected her of evil purpose; how Boaz, following the law of 
Moses, asked to redeem the property of Mahlon, Ruth's first husband, and granted this- 
married Ruth. There is a strict fidelity to the original story and many quotations from 
the scriptures are worked into the conversations between the characters...Our reviews on 
his previous books have not tallied with other opinions, but still we found this slow, 
sober, serious reading and certainly not a too popular rendition. 





September 23 


O'Neal, Charles Messner 
THE THREE WISHES OF JAMIE MCRUIN or . 

a | 

Winner of a $5,000 Christopher Award, this sets off the traditional trait of 
Geelic fancy and combines warmth and whimsy and humor in the story of Jamie McRuin, an Irish 

lad, who is promised three wishes by the Fairy Queen- travel, a beautiful wife, and a won- 
derful son. Not only does he evade marriage to the unattractive girl to whom he is pledged- 
but he also secures his first wish when he and his cousin fall into the river and are pre- 
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sumed dead. They take the money collected eat the wake and go off to America where they 
join up with a band of Irish horse traders in Georgia and it is there that Jamie meets 

e lovely Maeve Harrigan, marries her. Failing to have a child, Jamie sees his third wish 
accomplished when he and Maeve adopt Kevin, a mute child whose mother had died, and whose 
drunken father did not want him... The strong Irish flavor has its own charm. 



































September af | 


Macfarlane, Janet Scribner 
A FAMILY MATTER $3.00 


* A first novel, indiscernibly so, which is a sharp-edged, realistically reminis- 
cent portrayal of a soured marriage and the casualties it entailed, and which moves ef- 
fectively from the monotony of daily discord to ultimate tragedy. Here are the Irelands, 
living shabbily on a shabby city street; Mark, attractive, gentle, weak and ineffectual 
against the shrewd, suspicious, narrow minded, nasty minded tactics of his wife, Alice; 
Elien, their older daughter, who escapes from the fights at home through her first beaux; 
and Jessie, six, who spends nervous days and terrifying nights as she is deliberately 
dragged into all the sordid scenes between her parents. When Mark falls in love with an- 
other woman, it is Alice who uses Jessie to spy out the proof of his infidelity and 
Jessie's last security disintegrates. Ellen, alone protective of Jessie and aware of the 
demage that has been done, marries a boy she does not love in order that she can take 
Jessie away from home, while Jessie- exposed to one fight too many- suicides... The stupid- 
ity and insensitivity of a bromidic woman, and its repercussions on the lives around her, 
make an unsparing, moving story. 


Wheelwright, Jere ae Scribner 
THE WOLFSHHAD QG- IV $3.00 


A successor and sequel to The Strong Room, this continues the adventures of John 
Aumarle, the Harl of Bristol, who had escaped from Bloody Mary Tudor to France. There he 
is contacted by young Arthur Feverel, also an outlaw and a wolfshead, whom he takes under 
his protection despite the suspicion and antagonism of his two closest advisers. In France 
Aumarle is approached by Henri II, the King, who enlists his support for Mary, Queen of 
Scots, but Aumarle, declaring his allegiance to Elizabeth, refuses. Sailing back to Eng- 
land, to Cornwall, Feverel marries his Bess Talbot who goes with them when they take to 
the high seas. And after many run-ins with Spanish galleons, gold and African slaves, 
Elizabeth is crowned and they are no longer outlawed... Subdued romantic interest for this 
particular type of fiction, and a pace often slowed down by the period parlance, but other- 
wise there is a satisfactory revival of the times, the exploits, to carry this to the his- 
torical novel reader. 


October 3 


Erskine, Dorothy Creative Age 
MISS PETTINGER'S NIECE $3.00 





Twenty years (1927-1947) in a town's life, with the questions of Miss Louise, her 
beautiful niece Helen, the Clemmons, the Luber girls, the Gilpennys, Dr. McQuittie, the 
Tornans, the Beaumonts, Peter Lionel Stevenson and others, answered and unanswered. for 
Miss Louise it is the slow disintegration of starvation and uncontrolled dreams, for Helen 
it is adolescent passion for the international delinquent Stevenson which forces her into 
@ protective marriage with old Dr. McQuittie because of her unwanted baby, for the others, 
there is madness, family disruption, lechery, frustrations and facades against community 
prying. There is a flood, a murder, sudden death and Lafayettesville, Pa., takes no notice 
of the toll. An ironic montage where acerbity is heightened by deft human touches, and in- 
timate understanding of human futility. A sophisticated approach to smell town lives. 
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October 3 


Crowell 


Partridge, Bellamy 
THE OLD OAKEN BUCKET $3.00 

A farcical yarn of the housing situation which brings about the creating of an 
historic shrine - this is similar in theme to Gwen Davenport's Family Fortunes (Doubleday, 
P. 334) but has a much lighter touch. The Rand's family expands when their son, their 
daughter, pregnant, her husband and baby and nurse, descend on their Connecticut home. 
There begins a harried search for other quarters which is slyly abetted by the shrewd ef- 
forts of Andrew Starkweather and his sister, Harriet, whom they had inherited with the 
house until litigation is settled. Mrs. Rand's love for antiques and the fame of history 
is the cause of her getting involved, not only with her banking account, but her garden 
club, real estate boundaries, and competition with other rival organizations, but Andrew 
provides the dream place with the home of the author of “The Old Oaken Bucket"..... The 
fight about the authenticity, the bitter feuds the place arouses, and the final solution 
add up to an amusing story particularly for the trowel and dibble set. 


Knopf 


Winslow, Anne Goodwin 
IT WAS LIKE THIS $2.50 


Again the contemplative overcast and the filigree fragility of emotion which have 
qualified The Springs, A Quiet Neighborhood, etc., this new novel is perhaps a little more 


definite in its narrative, slight though it remains, and again returns to southern Miss- 
issippi in the post civil war years. This recaptures, slowly, tenuously, the interrela- 
tionship between Hugh and Lawrence Martin, brothers, and Anna Paget who was brought up with 
them. Hugh, a poet, writer, and intense, does not succeed in marrying Anna, frightens her 


off, and it is Lawrence- quieter by temperament- whom she marries. In the years that fol- 
low, which bring Hugh's visits home where Lawrence and Anna lead a Jeffersonian agrarian 
life together, Hugh finds an Anna increasingly communicative and dependent upon his compan- 
ionship. Finally when she realizes that she loves him, he goes away... A charming, poig- 
nant interlude of time and place and muted sentiment. 


Williams, Charles Pellegrini & Cudahy 
WAR IN HEAVEN $3.00 


Still another posthumous Charles Williams fantasy, in which he once again ponders 
the hair-line break between the real world and the supernatural world, the philosophies of 
the here and the nowhere, the constant and violent pull between good and evil. Set in 
London and its vicinity, and having to do with the quest for the Holy Grail, this is a 
glossed-over blood and thunder murder mystery with intellectual fittings. Categorically, 
the evil enemies who seize the Grail for their own special type of witchery are Sir Giles 
(who made his devilish appearance in Yany Dimensions) pent on destroying the world;Gregory 
Persimmons, retired publisher who delights in black magic and other world experimentation 
on a little boy; a Greek chemist who understands the Grail's magical workings. On the 
credit side, there is the rather dull Archdeacon of Fardles, in whose church the Grail was 
discovered; there is the religious Duke who thinks that God is good, that the Grail is 
good, and that good will eventually win out; and there is the omnipotent stranger, Prester 
John... Williams has compressed within his cool, abstract style another vortex of horror. 


October 4 


Terrill, Haidee Macmillan 
e THE SQUARE | $3.50 


* Covenant Square is both hero and villain of the piece, in a story of the effect 
of environment on people- and the smothering power of tradition. Lucee Landry had never 
seen The Square, but she knew its every detail from her father, who had been rescued from 
it by her French mother. Lucee lived for her 17th birthday and the promise that she might 














Fictton ~406- 






August 1, 1949 


visit her relatives there. And once there- she knew it was her environment, that the tra- 
ditions it represented and preserved were her sacred charge. It is an absorbing picture 
of the clutching hand of the past, as Lucee succumbs, accepting its every shade and in her 
marriage to Frederick McBride, who feels as she does, she again tries to put its stamp on 
their daughters. But behind the veil of perfection there is unhappiness, frustration, 
jealousy and vice and agony of spirit. And little by little, its poison seeps through. 
The story spans two generations- the first quarter of a century- the conflict, the battle 
against the past as the present takes command. Unusual in conception and execution, this 
cross sectioning of a passing way of life, set in a New York state town. 


October 5 


Boyce, Burke Harper 
CLOAK OF FOLLY $3.00 


A long throw backwards in time from Miss Mallette (1948), this is nearer the 
earlier The Perilous Wight (1942) in its development of factual historical background for 
the superimposition of romance. This tells of Edward, Earl of Oxford, in the reign of 
Elizabeth, his confining wardship to William Cecil, his devotion to poetry and the stage. 
With his marriage to Ann Cecil he gains some freedom, but trouble is his master and his 
loyalty go his ruler which is in contrast to his inability to keep in her good graces, his 
fiery love for Nan Vavasour, and his eventual recognition of Hliza Trentham's love are 
caparisoned with known events. These include Cecil's iron fist and circumferential poli- 
tics, Elizabeth's national, international and personal problems, and the whole temper and 
tempo of the times. The pace and action are slowed however by the panorama of history. 


October 6 


WwW 
Kolsmann, Lili Duell, Sloan &@ Pearce 
COME, TAKE MY HAND $2.75 


Some really dreadful nonsense about Tulip who decides- intuitively- impulsively- 
that Atwater Grant, rich, attractive, desirable to and desired by many women, is her man. 
She marries him, only to have him involved with some table-talkers she meets in the west- 
Clara Lemont and her husband- who direct him towards some uranium deposits. Tulip, no 
mean astral personality herself, quickly recognizes the danger Grant is in as he is ab- 
sorbed by the Lemonts, particularly Clara who tries to kill Tulip when she senses her 
hostility. Tulip succeeds in having Clara taken to an insane asylum, but Grant then falls 
ill- of an undiagnosible virus which slowly saps his life. Tulip, knowing that Clara is 
responsible, contacts her, breaks the spell, and Grant returns to her once more... Mighty 
fanciful. 


October 7 


Marshall, Edison Farrar, Straus 
GYPSY SIXPENCE $3.00 


The expected all out for adventure- and love- and this time it's mid-19th century 
India, and Romulus Brook of the Tatta Lancers, illegitimate son of an English gentleman 
and a gypsy, accepted by the Lancers only because of his brother. He falls in love with 
Sukey Webb, daughter of the colonel, and they are to marry when Rom is betrayed into the 
hands of the Indian tribes who call him the Fox and have a price on his head. By his cun- 
ning, Rom talks himself out of a death sentence and into slavery and with his servant Hamyd, 
establishes evidence of his death for the benefit of Sukey and the betrayer, becomes a high 
' power among the Moslems of India and Africa, and learns that his brother, Gerald, had been 
the informer and had married Sukey. Rom and Hamyd have their opportunity for revenge many 
years later when they take Gerald and Sukey on a game hunt in Africa, put Gerald through 
strenuous mental torture, secure his confession- and Sukey. A multi-patterned story, 
sufficiently strenuous to satisfy his audience. 
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Rice, Elmer Viking 
THE SHOW MUST GO ON $3.50 
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The circumstantial case, exhaustively blueprinted, of the New York theater as a 
backdrop for the story of a new playwright, his first play, its producer and cast, his fam- 
ily, his love life and all the stumbling blocks of his economic life. Wise and experienced 
in the ways of the stage, Mr. Rice exceeds his usual playing time with a bulky novel, cram- 
med with theatrical lore, lingo, customs, practices and procedures, of the progress of 
rather gauche Eric, ex-GI, from his isolated Connecticut home and factory job through the 
Broadway entertainment world and all its ramifications. His mentor is a weary, understand- 
ing agent, his producer an accomplished veteran of many shows with artistic but not moral 
integrity, and his cast provides fireworks with their private and professional lives. He 
experiences every vicissitude of play production - changes in script, backing and housing 
bugaboos, star trouble both personal and performance, rehearsal setbacks, pre-opening and 
first night jinxes and a show thet wins critical acclaim and slow public acknowledgement, 
an artistic although not financial success. But a jealous, individual quarrel between the 
producer and one of the owners of the theater is used for revenge and the theater leased to 
another show, so that Eric's has to close. His professional and romantic bruises prepare 
him for his second attempt. There is sober reality and knowledge of the stage and a feeling 
for plausible happenings and characters while the digressive inserts on theatrical techni- 
calities form a solid bulwark for the story. A better book of show business than Damion's 


Daughter. <n 
Qctober 45 —2O 


Lowry, Robert Doubleday 


THR BIG CAGE $e-75 
2 
We reviewed this title originally in 1947 when it was scheduled for publication 
on the Appleton-Century list. Although we have not seen new proofs, we understand that the 
story is essentially as reported herewith: "The author of the hardhitting Casualty writes 
of a youthful dedication with energy, some feeling of autobiography, and a telling honesty. 
Young Black, a laborer's son in Cincinnati, is early to devote himself to reading, becomes 
a self-determined writer. He lives in a world of stories and characters more real than the 
one in which he exists, his writing attains greater maturity than he. But little experience, 
or ability to live in reality, spoil his friendships, all based on his literary ability. An 
enraged visit to a psychiatrist and unusual honors at the University, and then he is caught 
by his infatuation for Nancy and her intensity. With her he hitchhikes across the country, 
loses her when she returns to her husband and mother, continues the trip alone. Through the 
South he meets violence, jail, intolerance, perversions, and at last in New York he comes 
into the knowledge that he has never escaped, that in all the worlds on the move he is free 
only in his own home town. A realistic to natural self-exposure, in which posturing vies 
with sincerity and the shell of authorship is broken by maturity. Exuberant vitality, some 
cutting satire, this reflects the writing period of the '20's, the midwest cultural scene 
as @ background for a personal crusade. An interesting if not necessarily popular book.” 


Cary, Joyce 3 gs (2 oMmM eo ee Harper 
THE HORSE'S MOUTH | $3.00 


Another appearance, by the author of The Moonlight, Herself Surprised and To Be 
A Pilgrim, of the irascible artist, Mr. Gulley Jimson, who is at once an egotist, an imp, 4 
genius, @ lascivious old man, a mystic and a kind of Joycian character touring the pubs. 
Fresh out of jail, Gulley toddles along his chosen, twisted paths in quest of money, lodg- 
ing, friends and ideas to fill his canvases. Bulbous, female Sara Monday turns up again, 
alternately crossing and titillating Gulley. Nosey, an anxious adolescent artist, pants 
down Gulley’s neck in search of Art. Coker, a not-to-be deterred barmaid takes over 
Gulley's studio and together they mend the roof with one of his paintings. Two rich patrons 
of the arts taking a liking to Gulley and his works, go off on a vacation, and Gulley and a 
sculptor friend live in marble-halled splendor for a bit... Excellent, spirited writing, 
this very much alive account of Gulley Jimson has depth and humor and intelligence- but is 
not everyone's dish of tea. 
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October a 
Editors of The New Yorker Simon & Schuster 
@ 55 SHORT STORIES FROM THE NEW YORKER $4.00 


* An anthology which has been drawn from appearance in this magazine over the past 
ten years and which is an impressive affirmation of sustained quality of writing in this 
medium. Of the stories which have already had a more permanent imprint as title stories of 
collections, there are Irwin Shaw's Act of Faith, Shirley Jackson's The Lottery, Robert 
McLaughlin's 4 Short Wait Between Trains. And there are many, many contributors of acknow- 
ledged proficiency: Kay Boyle, John Cheever, Victoria Lincoln, Robert Coates, James Thurber, 
Sally Benson, Ludwig Bemelmans, E.B. White, William Maxwell, John O'Hara, Christine Weston, 
Sylvia Townsend Warner, Jean Stafford, Oliver La Farge, Bessie Breuer, Mollie Panter- 
Downes, John Collier, Jessamyn West, Nancy Hale, Isabel Bolton, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, 
A.J. Liebling, Carson MoCullers, all of whom are already familiar to the reading public. 
The desired homogeneity of “theme and technique” has been accomplished here through the 
basis of selection, and I can think of no single volume of short stories which could better 
satisfy for both reading pleasure and literary quality. 


October 14 


Leary, Francis Dutton 
THIS DARK MONARCHY $3.00 


Certainly a darkly, tortuous tale, this one concerns an enigmatic creature of the 
night named Christine Carroll and her indulgence in fratricide. Stationed in a medieval 
house in Barfield, England in the 1860's, Christine and her family are involved in circunm- 
stances which bring back Shakespeare, Poe and De Quincey. Due to long lineage and inbreed- 
ing, these incidents are set off: Christine's royal father throws up her royal mother for a 

- governess- whom Christine abhors; jealousy and power take hold of the governess; one of 
Christine's brothers is banished, and a younger brother becomes the center of attention 
and Christine cuts his throat. She is forced to leave Barfield and she enters a French 
convent where the nuns try to tame her black soul, and her love for a young American sol- 
dier can only be abortive. Eventually, under the stress of guilt, she kills herself with 
@ pair of scissors... A heavy, brutal, sinister Gothic tale. 


SKILLS IN THE KILL 
September 135 


Chandler, Raymond Houghton, Mifflin 
THE LITTLE SISTER $2.50 


* The long awaited return of Philip Marlowe (The Big Sleep, Farewell My Lovely, 
The Lady in the Lake, etc.) - the most durable detective in the business and just hell 
with the women. On a case which starts in a marihuana roost, leads to some icepick mur- 
ders, and which involves some incriminating pictures, a screen star on the upgrade, a 
nymphomaniac on the downgrade,a doctor with a practice of addicts, and a mobster, Marlowe 
is again at his most effective. A bruiser of a story, which is exciting. 


October 3 


Coxe, George Harmon Knopf 
INLAND PASSAGE $2.50 


A semi-jilting of the straight detective story for a thorough sightseeing trip 
up the Inland Waterway on a 74 foot cruiser, from Florida to New York during which a murder 
in Miami is followed by another en route. Randall collects assorted passengers to pay for 
his own return to New York, pilots the craft, several mysterious paying guests and a couple 
of romances to a snappy finish. Tight at the seams and acceptably different in locale. 
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October 6 






Knight, Kathleen Moore Doubleday 
THE BASS DERBY MURDER $2.25 













A bumper crop of suspects for Elisha Macomber as there are many who hate Lucius 
Amsdon, in his household and among the natives on Penbarthy Island. In spite of the long 
line-up to hand, Macomber finds an unsuspected motive and murderer for his shrewd solu- 
tion of the case... Pretty much of a repeat performance, and insubstantial. 































October 7 


Offord, Lenore Glen Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE SMILING TIGER $2.50 


* Good enough reading even if the solution is too dependent on mental aberrations 
rather than the reasoned processes of crime. Todd McKinnins, murder mystery writer, and 
his wife, Georgine, who becomes emotionally involved, are let in on strange doings within 
a San Francisco religious sect. A death, the phony leader, her mad “secretary”, her fas- 
cinating twin nieces, and murders, past and present - lead from the hand of God to that of 
man as the McKinnins unravel sense from nonsense. Absorbing but not wholly convincing. 


October 12 
Iams, Jack eine 
DO NOT MURDER BEFORE CHRISTMAS $2.50 _— 


With his newspaper fighting the civic corruption of the Malloy family, city edi- 
x tor Rockwell finds the battle joined over a charity Christmas party and the murder of an 
P Old toyshop keeper. His neck, his job and his freedom at stake, Rockwell finds the answer 
in lively family skeletons and helpful assists from the police and fellow workers. Neat 
packaging. 


October 13 


Lehman, Paul Evan Dutton 
THE DEVIL'S DOORSTEP $2.50 


Open season for Bill Borden, Ranger, when he comes to Calder where newspaperman 
Sexton, the Reverend Rutherford, and their daughters are conducting a clean-up campaign to 
get rid of a crooked mayor. As the campaign's candidates are dusted off by the mayor, 
Borden aligns himself with both sides long enovgh to get the evidence he needs and to make 
the campaign an actuality... Wholesome. 


Sterling, Stewart Dutton 
ALARM IN THE NIGHT $2.50 


Two fires, in buildings which have been condemned, set Chief Fire Marshall Ben 
Pedley on an investigation of night club operators, an influential real estate man, a rug 
dealer and his numerologist wife, a pro football player and wife and girl friend. A murder 
and several attempts that miscarry, and another incident of arson add further combustibles 
for Pedley. Not much on technique, this is fast, furious, cheap and colloquial. 


Symons, Julian Harper 
Si BLAND BEGINNING $2.50 J 


A literate background of book frauds and forgeries for this story of Bland‘s first 
case in which he interprets e dead man®s poetry and finds a killer. An innocent engagement 
gift of a first edition of a book of poems leads to the murder of an expert in literary 
fakes, to various connections in the poet's history and to the plot to corner the market 
on his works. Bland's assumption of infallibility is upheld to the gentlemanly riddance 
of the perpetrator of the crimes. British custom made. 
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October 13 


Ames, Delano Rinehart 
SHE SHALL HAVE MURDER $2.50 , 


The highly unofficial and original investigation of Jane Hamish and her affianced 
Dagobert Brown into the murder of a client of Jane's London legal firm, wealthy Mrs. Robs- 
john. Dagobert who alone recognizes that her death is intentional- not accidental- tries 
anything from Freud to fancy dress in his techniques, provides some scapegrace entertain- 
ment and a solution which is successful. Engaging. 


October 14 | 
Powell, Richard Simon & Schuster 
SHARK RIVER $2.50 


Perhaps only a temporary separation from Arab and Andy? For this, along the Kel- 
land peace-at-any-price-hero formula tells of Pete Cameron's attempts to learn the truth 
about the loss of his father's resort at Redfish Bay. But supersmart, impetuous Joan leads 
him into unwanted, active trouble, immediate danger and the solution of a killing. High 
spirited, high jinks in Florida. 


REPRINTS for September 


BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Collins, Mary- DEATH WARMED OVER Hemingway, Ernest- THE SUN ALSO RISES 
Dratler, Jay- PITFALL Martin, Pete- HOLLYWOOD WITHOUT MAKEUP 
Foster, Bennett- BLACKLEG RANGE O'Rourke, Frank- ACTION AT 3 PEAKS 


Goodman & Lewin- MY GREATEST DAY IN FOOTBALL Schulberg, Budd- WHAT MAKES SAMMY RUN 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Brand, Max- YOUNG DR. KILDARE Laurie & Ford-CREAM OF THE CREAM 
FACT DETECTIVE MYSTERIES McGerr, Pat- PICK YOUR VICTIM 
Hammett, Dashiell- DEAD YELLOW WOMEN Monsarrat, Nicholas- LEAVE CANCELLED 
Kane, Henry- REPORT FOR A CORPSE Yordan, Phillip- ANNA LUCASTA 


GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY for September 12 
Blue Ribbon 
Juergens, Isabel- £d.- INSPIRATIONAL LIBRARY (4 volumes boxed- illustrated) .Original. $1.00 
Marti- A HANDY KNITTING LIBRARY (4 volumes boxed- illustrated) .Original. $1.00 
Oshins, Louis.- Eds A HANDY FOOTBALL LIBRARY (4 volumes boxed- illustrated) .Original. $1.00 


De Luxe 


ANIMALS OF THE WORLD $3.95 THE FAVORITE WORKS OF MARK TWAIN $2.95 
Pearson, T. Gilbert- Fd.- BIRDS OF AMERICA- Illus. by Louis Agassiz $4.95 


Halcyon House 


Dunne, Ida Lee- THE AMERICAN HOSTESS COOK BOOK $2.95 Henry, L.C.- £d.- TOASTS FOR ALL 
Maney, Stacey- THE PRACTICAL HOME HANDYMAN $1.98 OCCASIONS (Original) $1.50 





Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Aldrich, D.B.- THE GOLDEN BOOK OF PRAYER Eginton, D.P.- BETTER SPEECH FOR YOU 
Chappell, M.N.- HOW TO CONTROL WORRY Nisenson, S.- HANDY ILLUS. GUIDE TO FOOTBALL 





















August 1, 1949 Reprints 
Garden City- Continued 
Perma Giants (Each $.95) 


Allen, Edward F.- THE COMPLETE DREAM BOOK 

a’ Frost, S.E., Jr.- THE BASIC TEACHINGS OF THE GREAT PHILOSOPHERS 
Henry, Lewis C.- 4d-- §000 QUOTATIONS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
Hibbitt, George W.- HOW TO SPEAK EFFECTIVELY ON ALL OCCASIONS 
Meyer, Jerome S.- FUN-TO-DO 
Meyer, Jerome S.- THE HOME BOOK OF PARTY GAMES 
Sargent, S. Stansfeld- THE BASIC TEACHINGS OF THE GREAT PSYCHOLOGISTS 
Seabury, David- HELP YOURSELF TO HAPPINESS 
Seabury, David- HOW TO GET THINGS DONE 
Spaeth, Sigmund- GREAT SYMPHONIES: How to Recognize and Remember Them 
Thomas, Henry- THE COMPLETE BOOK OF ENGLISH FOR PRACTICAL EVERYDAY USE 
Thurston, Howard- 400 TRICKS YOU CAN: DO 
Woodford, Jack- HOW TO WRITE FOR MONEY 
Wright, Anita Peters & Dexter- HOW TO DANCE 


Star Dollar 



































Irey, Elmer L.- THE TAX DODGERS 
Sun Dial 


Robbins, Harold- NEVER LOVE A STRANGER $1.49 Smith, Betty- TOMORROW WILL BE BETTER $1.00 
White, Nelia Gardner- NO TRUMPET BEFORE HIM $1.49 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Dollar Books 


‘: Hill, Grace L. & Ruth L.- MARY ARDEN Karr, Jean- GRACE LIVINGSTON HILL 
Loring, Bmilie- A CERTAIN CROSSROAD 


Religious Books 


Bunyan, John- PILGRIM'S PROGRESS $1.00 Gordon, &.D.- QUIET TALKS ON PRAYER $.75 
Gordon, S.D.- QUIET TALKS ON POWER $.75 
Specials 


THE BETTY BETZ CAREER BOOK - $2.50 

Gardner, Erle S.- THE ERLE STANLEY GARDNER TRIPLE-DECKER $1.98 

Nisenson, Samuel & DeWitt, William A.- ILLUSTRATED MINUTE BIOGRAPHIES- $2.00 
Reager, Richard C.- THE ART OF FORCEFUL SPEAKING- $1.49 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 


Mentor ($.35) 


Otto, Max- (Edited by B.C. Lindeman)- SCIENCE AND THE MORAL LIFE 
Signet (Each $.25) 


Cunningham, Eugene- WHISTLING LEAD : Faulkner, William- INTRUDER IN THE DUST 
Dewey, Thomas B.- DRAW THE CURTAIN CLOSE Gresham, William L.- NIGHTMARE ALLEY 
Engstrand, Stuart- BEYOND THE FOREST Scarlett, Bishop W.- d.- THE CHRISTIAN 


DEMAND FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 


ee POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 
Christie, Agatha- THERE IS A TIDE Kipling, Rudyard- KIM 
du Maurier, Daphne- FRENCHMAN'S CREEK Maurer, David W.- THE BIG CON 





Gardner, Erle S.- TH CASE OF THX EMPTY TIN Rider, Brett- CIRCLE C CARRIES ON 
Hilton, James- SQ WELL REMEMBERED Smith, Thorne- TOPPER 






Py of back-to-the-landers; Robert L. Taylor does a bang-up job on W. C. FIELDS (Doubleday); 
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Chosen and Checkered Careers 


The new Hartzell Spence- HAPPILY EVER AFTER (Whittlesey) is a rural but not routine account 





there's a definite human appeal in Fulton & Will Oursler's FATHER FLANAGAN OF BOYS TOWN 
(Doubleday); for the followers of literary biography, Francis Steegmuller’s MAUPASSANT 
(Random House); and the new Thomas Merton THE WATERS OF SILOE (Harcourt, Brace) has an 
already established audience. See below for reports. 





PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 





Whitlock, Herbert P. & Sheridan House 

Ehrmann, Martin L. § THE STORY OF JADE $12 .50 | 

A perfectly beautiful piece of bookmaking which inoludes 219 plates, in black and 

white and in color, to illustrate the story of jade. Whitlock, the former curator of the 
Morgan Gem Collection and the Drummond Jade Collection, was a great authority in the field. 
His presentation- at a popular level- combines the mineralogical interest as well as the 
aesthetic appeal of this stone, describes its qualities, sources, color range. And he goes 
back in time to the jade of ancient China, the Taoist symbols, the influence of Buddhism, 
and the many ways in which jade was used- bowls and cups and vases, beads and buckles and 
adornments, etc. etc. A special treat for a special market. 


August-24 Grr 


Rankin, R.G., C. P. A. Doubleday 
WHAT'S BEHIND A FINANCIAL STATEMENT $2.00 


Senior partner in the accounting firm of R. G. Rankin & Co., and a recognized ex- 
pert in bank examinations, the author presents a clear cut picture of the details of finan- 
cial transactions, the principles of accounting, the history of bookkeeping, theory and 
practice of statements. A book primarily for accountants, financial managers, advisers, 
for students and classroom use, this would however be of great use for the individual who 
runs his own business in its careful analysis of all procedures necessary for competent 
financial management. Recommended for business reference. 


September 7 


Atkin, William Sheridan House 
OF YACHTS AND MEN $7.50 


By the foremost designer of small yachts in this country (Atkins has designed more 
than 600) this tells of his outstanding ships and gives the full details of their construc- 
tion. There's only a little that is personal, but there's all the fervent affection that 
goes with the sea and ships, and which began- for Atkin- in his childhood when he built his 
first boat. And for the serious yachtsman, there's a wealth of detail about the design and 
building of each boat, the specifics of tanks, below deck equipment, decks, sails, cabins, 
masts, etc. Fully illustrated with designs, photographs and sketches by Charles G. Davis. 


September 15 


Merton, Thomas Harcourt, Brace 
THE WATERS OF SILOE $3.50 


That the Seven Storey Mountain by Thomas Merton should have become a best seller 
and remained high up on the list for many months has given rise to much surprised comment. 
Some attribute the success of the book to the author's arresting, facile style; others, to 
the fascination of the highly personalized story of one man's spiritual pilgrimage. Merton 











August 1, 1949 Non-fiction | -413- 
himself would give another reason: the dissatisfaction of so many people with the ruthless 
search for material success and their longing for an inner peace which, he believes, can 
only come from a complete renunciation of the world. The present book is an attempt to ex- 
plain the lure of the Trappist monastery and the severest of monastic orders for 4 complete- 
ly modern man such as Thomas Merton. This is done by means of an historical account of the 
development of “The Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance”, familiarly known as 
Trappists from the place of its origin, La Trappe, France. Much attention is given to the 
early days of the order and the influence of St. Bernard of Clairvaux, and to the vicissi- 
tudes undergone through the centuries. The French Revolution gave the first impulse to 

the establishment of the order in America. But while some interesting experiments were 
conducted earlier, it has only been in the last fifty years that the order has expanded 
significantly in this country. Now it has many centers in America and in the mission 
fields, and the author claims that the number of applicants for admission has increased 
phenomenally. Merton shows the same facility of style in this new book, and there is no 
doubt that it will appeal to many of the reading public, Protestant as well as Catholic, 

who would like to understand why such a gifted young man should find this particular answer 
to the riddle of life. However, were it not for the earlier volume, one would say that 

this is a book which would appeal largely to those interested in church history or in the 


philosophy of monasticism. 
September 19 


Musselman, H. H. Crowell 
I MARRIED A REDHEAD $3.00 


A gay, frolicsome account of the honeymoon and marriage of the author and his 
redheaded wife which has for its hectic background their life with the Chautauqua, with 
theater and radio, with writing and youthful pennypinching. The author, who has written 
before of his inventor father, has a fine old time telling of his wife's pecadillos, her 
amazing enthusiasm and vitality, her unbounded belief in her abilities, in contrasting 
his own fallibilities and meek overtures to fame. It is a story of the years of bathtub 
gin, of early radio, of youngsters aiming for stardom, of double versus twin beds, of fa- 
mily background that adds double trouble and double barrelled fun, of the zest that en- 
livened the years from Chicago to Brooklyn to New York. A pleasantly giddy account which 
is footnoted with amusing pictures by Paul Caldone. 


Perry, Ralph Barton Knopf 
CHARACTERISTICALLY AMERICAN $3.00 


An evaluation of American traits that examines the qualities of the American mind, 
religion, philosophy, sport, colleges, individualism, democracy, etc. No worship of the 
past here, but a wholesome regard for the simple, trite principles of our basic institu- 
tions and a belief in the characteristic blend which has produced a national Americanism. 
This is @ reasoned, adult reply to the many widespread criticisms of our ways, and should 
prove @ source of pride in its temperate arguments and its mirroring of worthwhile values 
in our life. A book for the mature reader, for the intelligence demanding an intellectual 


understanding of its national fundamentals. 


September 20 


Cather, Willa Knopf 
WILLA CATHER ON WRITING $2.25 


A collection, from magazines, letters, prefaces and other sources, of essays on 
her own works, on other authors, on writing. They offer personal sidelights, a balancing 
of literary values, a perspective on her early works and those of her later years and a 
meditative commentary on the art of fiction. Here are the origins of Death Comes for the 
Archbishop, opinions on escapism, Sara Orne Jewett, Stephen Crane, Defoe, Mansfield, the 
books of Wagner's operas; here are well handled ideas on literary creation. A collection 


of definite critical interest and appeal. 
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September 20 





Gide, Andre Knopf 
THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH $3.00 


A self-styled "manual of escape, of liberation", these Fruits of the Earth were 
published originally in 1897, early in this writer's career, and attracted only a very 
limited reading public. In song, and rhapsodic prose pieces, Gide preaches 4 sensual re- 
volt and fervor, a "harrowing life” rather than a quiet one, a nomadic pursuit of pleasure 
and a pagan hedonism. In the Later Fruits of the Karth (1935), included here, a note of 
restraint and renunciation replaces that of abandon; there is a strong pre-occupation with 
God- although one which denies the Christian hypothesis; a concern for others, rather than 
self; a faith in man's progress and evolution. The interest created by the Journals will 
still not carry these beyond the more devoted devotees of this writer. 


September ee Oy Tobe 


Fishbein, Morris, M.D.- &d. Doubleday 
YOUR WEIGHT AND HOW TO CONTROL IT 33-50 
2: tS 


Many M.D.‘'s consider the problems of overweight and underweight from the point of 
view of scientific safety in this collection of individually authored articles. What weight 
is normal for you; is overweight unhealthy (what conditions it attracts), hereditary? The 
part played by glands, the appetite mechanism, bad eating habits, psychological maladjust- 
ment; fads in weight reduction and the dangerous drugs and nostrums which are marketed; 
baths (no), massage (no), and exercise (limited); and the only way to reduce scientifically- 
by limiting your caloric intake- with many charts of suggested diets... An everpresent con- 
cern given complete coverage, this is a good job. 


P-' 


a. ; 
Wernher, Hilda _——— Doubleday 


MY INDIAN SON-IN-LAW $3.00 


A direct successor (not chronologically) to My Indian Family, this takes up where 
that book left off, at the marriage of Miss Wernher's son-in-law, Rashid, to a modern Mus- 
lim girl- after the death of her own daughter, Mary Ann. And it is Rashid who is insistent 
that Miss Wernher stay on with them, that she should occupy a position of priority and 
seniority in their home, although she succeeds in making the young bride, Maryam, take over 
the household. And there are other personal involvements; Miss Wernher's reluctance to 
marry Sir Arthur Ridgeway, who dies on his way from England to see her; her participation 
in the romance between highborn Savitri and the man she loves, a tubercular; her genuine 
affection for Maryam, for whom she holds no resentment as her daughter's successor, al- 
though Maryam cannot be persuaded that this is so. And there is something of India in 
transition; the contrast between east and west; the prevalence of purdah and prejud.ce; 
while Miss Wernher both practices and preaches tolerance to all around her... On the whole 
though this is a personally derived, sentimental, sometimes effusive, account of her re- 
lationships with her Indian friends and family. 


September 23 


Spence, Hartzell Whittlesey House w~ 


2. 


fj 
HAPPILY EVER AFTER $2575 3 ~ | 


* A heart-breaking, heart-warming account of a return to the land which has much 
of human interest, of failure belatedly turned into success, this tells of the search for 
@ permanent home, that will fill all specifications. Grounded by government bulletins, the 
Spences found nothing to satisfy them until they lost their hearts to a white elephant of 
a house in Orange county, Virginia. It hed none of the things that were necessary and many 
that were not, but buy it they did and cope with the house, the land, manpower and mechan- 
ical stumbling blocks they did. While he was in the Service in Washington, Mrs. Spence did 
yeoman's work in getting repairs done, starting a farming program and managing to keep her 
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sanity in spite of continual frustration. There were accidents, there was sickness, there 
was hospitalization and there was the final acknowledgement they could not swing such a 
big deal. But instead of selling the whole place, they sold part and found they had made 
a long step toward comfortable, possible country living. An impressive report on all too 
human problems, this has a large audience for its history of mishaps, mischances and 


eventual happiness. 


Septentver—26 
Cat , {4 “A Sd, bon 
Arthur, Julietta K. Prentice-Hall 
HOW TO MAKE A HOME BUSINESS PAY $2.95 


A sound and thoroughly investigated consideration of what women may do at home 
to supplement their incomes moderately, rather than make them rich overnight- this is par- 
ticularly valuable in its exhaustive tables and appendices which list. further sources of 
information, agencies, reading material. Whether you go in for kitchen preducts, hand 
skills, or services (typing, shopping, child care, etc.,) this will give you the basic 
rules you must observe, the standards which must obtain, the competition you will face, 
factors of costs, credit, pricing, efficiency, packaging, distribution, promotion, and 
what you will need to know about laws and taxes in your partioculer field of home enter- 
prise. The first of its kind in a field which is steadily widening, this has a definite 


place and value. 
September 27 


Guerard, Albert J. | | Harvard University Press 
THOMAS HARDY: The Novels and Stories $3.50 


The first of three studies, the two to follow will concern Conrad and Gide, which 
| together will show the progress “from one state of mind and art to another-" the contempor- 
ary literature of our time. This evaluation of Hardy, which presupposes a familiarity not 

only with his writings but also with those of his contemporaries and ours, chafes against 
traditional estimates, gives an interpretation grounded in our generation. Guerard's 

Hardy is no longer the dark fatalist of the Will (as was Lord David Cecil's- Bobbs-Merrill- 
1946) but a “dogged, leisurely, old-fashioned storyteller” and a rather commonplace think- 
er. The accepted realism of his writing is here revalued as an anti-realism of his writing; 
the problems of social change, class feeling; the conflicting impulses; the “exceptional 
inadequacy” of his male characters, and the more plausible if perversely absurd women; the 
occasional mastery of mood, and the “incorrigible sympathy” for all who are lonely, un- 
happy... A highly intelligent appraisal which derives from an exceptional literary back- 
ground, this should interest followers of contemporary literature as well as this particu- 


lar writer. 
September 28 


Perry, George Sessions Whittiesey 
MY GRANNY VAN $2.50 


In fond homage, this is a portrait of one of the more forceful figures in the 
family album, Mrs. Maie Van de Venter- his Granny Van, with whom George Sessions Perry was 
in particularly close if not always harmonious relationship. With her irreproachable 
rightness, her will to power and overpower, her retreats- only when necessary- into martyr- 
dom, Granny Van dominated successfully- first his parents, and then at their death when he 
was @ boy, young George. This recapitulates her stormy passages at arms with Kate, the 
maid, with Uncle Harry, their only other relative, with her neighbor and with all trades- 
men. It also follows her sharp interest in medication- particularly laxatives, and later- 
at eighty- in alcohol as from an unacknowledged nip she worked her way up to a gallon a 
fortnight. And all in all, this catches much of the spirit of an indomitable she-devil 
who was hard to live with, easy to love. Nice. 
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September 29 


Wallace, Francis Rinehart 
THE NOTRE DAME STORY $2.75 


/ 


“Cheer, Cheer, for Old Notre Dame” -that's the first line of the famous Notre 
Dame Victory March and this story is a grand cheer for the Notre Dame alumni and graduates 
and the Notre Dame followers - and they are legion. It is mostly the football history of 
Notre Dame and naturally the famous Knute Rockne threads his way from the preface right 
down to the last goal line. It also gives much of the spirit of the school on the academic 
and religious side and tells of its growth, from a small, insignificant boys’ school to a 
great educational institution. Here, too, you have short sketches of the leaders of Notre 
Dame in all its various phases. Out of it all comes a magnificent, hero-worshipping, 
sentimental and, at times, bally-hooing picture of its immortal, Rockne, a great coach and 
@ great guy. Worth the price of admission and you can get a seat on the fifty yard line. 
You don't have to be even a follower of Notre Dame to enjoy this. 

Morehouse, Ward Whittlesey House 
MATINEE TOMORROW 10 | ~ $5.00“ 


A random record of fifty years of the American theatre from 1898 to 1948, by the 
drama critic of theVew York Sun and the biographer of George M. Cohan, etc. This is 
neither a straightforward history, nor is it purely reminiscence, but a cross between the 
two. And there's a mass of information, on playwriters, producers and actors, the rise 
and fall of various personalities and a coverage of all the plays of these fifty years. 
The total effect is one of trying to cover too much and the result is a slight smattering 
of everything. There will be some audience for this among followers of the theater- but 


not too wide a one. 
September 77 O TD ahey 


vy wt we 


Wellman, Manly Wade Scribner 
GIANT IN GRAY $5.00 

A certain amount of ancestor worship for this full-length, enthusiastic biography 
of Wade Hampton of South Carolina, planter, aristocrat, senator, and cavalry-lieutenant 
under Lee. Retracing his pioneering lineage dating back to the Revolution, the rise of 
family fortunes in cotton, the family seat at Millbrook, his youth and two marriages and 
his ante-bellum politics, this deals at greatest length with his military career during 
the Civil War. After the surrender, he re-entered politics as a war-hero urging “reconcil- 
iation, rehabilitation and reform" for the south... On a popular level, if a popular audi- 
ence can be interested. | 

y ae C2 yi a 


Gervasi, Frank Whittlesey House 
BIG GOVERNMENT $3504 7 


A presentation- to the more general public- of the findings of the Hoover Com- 
mission which made an analysis of the inefficiency and bureaucratic waste which have re- 
sulted from “big government". Although Gervasi claims to “assess its merits and demerits”, 
there is not too much criticism here and the Hoover Commission Report stands pretty much 
on the evidence. From the reorganization of the executive branch including the Presidency, 
the arehaic fiscal machinery, to the many reforms needed in housekeeping operations 
(supplies), national resources, agriculture, transportation, government in business, 
health, education, the veterans, the post office, the Labor Department and the State De- 
partment, national security and global obligations,- there is the full proof that the 
growth of our government demands an equal modernization... Primarily for those active in 
or students of government- but important for informed citizens. 
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October 3 


Garrett, Eileen J. NoRMAL Creative Age 
& ADVENTURES IN THE SUPERNAT RAS, $3.50 


A sincere and straightforward autobiographical account of a woman with the spe- 

cial gifts of prevision and precognition, this retraces many years of experience and in- 

¢ terest in spiritualism and the occult. From her childhood in Ireland, with a disbelieving, 
disapproving aunt and uncle, Eileen Garrett soon realized that she was different. Marry- 
ing suddenly, in London, she had a third experience with the prevision of death- that of 
her child, and she made a second marriage- out of pity- knowing that her new husband would 
die on the battlefield. After the visit of an incorporeal personality which saved her 
daughter's life, she deliberately developed her capacities of healing, psychometry, clair- 
voyance and clairaudience; became a professional trance medium; took part in British and 
American societies for psychical research and in the Rine extra-sensory perception experi- 
ments at Duke. And all these manifestations of the world beyond consciousness have their 
explanation here. For believers, and followers. 





































Taylor, Robert Lewis Doubleday 
W. C. FIELDS !o; /|3 $3.50 
* A portrait, in black and white and all its colors, of one of America's favorite 
comedians, this offers a sometimes sad, often mad picture of a man who had known poverty, 
brutel hard work and who was left with an overwhelming fear of being without money. It 
presents a childhood that is unbelievable, a career that becomes fabulous, and a character 
which has much that is legendary in it. For Fields was as fine a collection of contra- 
dictions as was ever assembled, as shrewd a dealer as any producer here or abroad ever met, 
a as violent a personality as ever became popular. Taylor doesn't soft-pedal but neither 
does he mud-sling, and his account of his subject's life has a distinct love and under- 
standing of such a difficult figure, and makes the most of the wry, biting humor that was 
part of Fields’ life. Not as well written, perhaps, as the Gene Fowler books, but of a 
definite interest to all theater and moving picture fans. Illustrated with photographs. 


Kane, Harnett T. e Morrow 
QUEEN NEW ORLEANS: City by the River ~ $5.00 ,~ 


* I don't believe a poor book could be written about New Orleans, most glamorous 
of American cities. But despite the competition, and there have been any number of good 
books in the last three years, Harnett Kane's is right out in front. He seems to have in- 
herited the mantle of Lyle Saxon. I've loved all his plantation and bayou books, his 
Natchez, and now his Queen New Orleans. He gives it his best as story teller, historian, 
biographer, raconteur and guide. There are many characters and personalities; Bernard de 
Marigny, Creole, friend of Jackson, one of the early far-sighted pioneers; there's the true 
Manon Lescaut, another character of early New Orleans; Madeleine Hachard of the Ursuline 
Sisters~- and Belle Isle- and Pere Dagobert. Then as the city, now French, now Spanish, now 
French again, is sold to the despised Amerivans, there's her first American governor, Clai- 
borne, heading into little understood complexities. Next the period of the city's vast 
wealth- Cotton was King- political and moral depravity gave her a unique name- duelling 
became a fine art. In this period the stage, the opera, the famous “placees" or quadroons 
all flourished. New Orleans developed America’s greatest restricted district- a singular 
claim to fame. More recently, the center of jazz, its virtual birthplace, widened the 
city's fame. Brief focus on the War between the States and its aftermath, Reconstruction, 
and more recently revival: In final chapters, food, drink, the famous restaurants and the 
ee Mardi Gras are covered. Kane parallels others who have shared the color of New Orleans with 
the tourist; where he distinguishes himself is in the first two thirds of the book in which 
he gives the city its storied splendour, in tradition and unique character. 
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October 3 


Steegmuller, Francis Random House 
MAUPASSANT: 4 Lion in the Path $5.00 


* A literary biography of considerable stature, simplicity and dignity, this re- 
creates the life story and the writings of the man whom Henry James was to call "A lion 
in the path” and who with Chekhov brought the short story to its highest point of genesis. 
From childhood on, one follows Maupassant and the formative factors- the all pervasive, 
possessive mother, Laure, who was to remain the only close feminine attachment in his life; 
the hostility towards his father; the discipleship under Flaubert. This follows through 
the years; the literary friendships; the first short stories and the later successes, and 
the fluidity, freshness and vivacity he brought to this medium; the many women, of in- 
creasing elegance and worldliness, but always the fidelity to the mother image which forced 
him into casual promiscuity; the years of increasing nervousness and debility from syphilis, 
contracted in his youth; the travels; and finally the slowing down and the horrible death. 
One gets too a portrait of the man, his simplicity, his goodness, his vulgarity, humor and 
reserve, his shifting needs for society and solitude, in a sympathetic portrayal which 
admits weakness as well. A balance of the literary and the personal, this qualifies for 
general biographical tastes. 


Laski, Harold J. Viking 
TRADE UNIONS IN THE NEW SOCIETY $3.00 


Laski delivered these four lectures in the United States at the invitation of the 
Sidney Hillman Foundation. They must have been hard to listen to for they are far from 
easy reading, understanding or accepting. His main thesis is that labor unions must unite 
and organize a political party such as in England in order to obtain their full rights, 
political and economic. He feels that the worker will never gain freedom in a capitalist 
state and only when this country goes socialist will labor enjoy security and proper return 
on its efforts. He maintains "there is no way open to workers as citizens to change the 
character of their government by the expression of their view at free elections”. Our 
labor unions seem to differ and only recently the United Auto Workers decided the validity 
of one big political party by an overwhelming vote against this philosophy. Laski does an 
historical survey on the slow growth of unions and leaves an impression that, in spite of 
their phenomenal increase in numbers, they play but a small part in politics. It's hard 
to accept this when one recalls the recent presidential election. He shows how law has been 
on the side of property against labor and even when government steps in labor still comes 
out second best. Naturally this is debatable. He feels that even labor does not appreciate 
what Russia has done for the worker. The drive in unions against communists would indicate 
they want none of this type of government interference. lLlaski has developed a lot of ideas 
in these lectures but from the way things are developing in socialist English and in Ameri- 
can labor unions it would appear that his ideas are not acceptable over here. 


October 4 


Velikovsky, Immanuel Macmillan 
WORLDS IN COLLISION $5.00 


Report repeated from page 198 of the April lst bulletin, as follows: “Universal 
history in terms of cataclysm- a highly original and esoteric thesis which taps the Old 
Testament, rabbinical sources, writings of the Mayas, the Chinese, Phoenicians, Babylonians, 
North American Indians, Polynesians, for records of their cosmic upheavals mirrored in their 
' folklore. There and in literature, he seeks to trace the evolution of the planetary system, 
particularly Venus and Mars, to its present state. His theory is based on the premise that 
when the same event is embodied in a number of different cultures and traditions which are 
furthermore corroborated by records of history, ancient charts, natural history, this event 
can be accepted as probably authentic. His conjectures will startle: scholars and laymen 


alike." 








y 
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October 5 
Benchley, Robert Harper 
CHIPS OFF THE OLD BENCHLEY $3.00 


A posthumous collection of America's constant critic which again reveals the 
sources of his irritations, the mechanics of his frustrations, his response to possible 
and impossible situations. This is Benchley on nature's slipshod and bungling ways, on 
governmental red tape and bureaucratic double-talk, on the animal and mechanical worlds, 
on modern education, and the unlimited possibilities of travel, in and out of household 
and domestic quandaries, reporting on books and analyzing reports - and on and on and much 
more of it. Introduced by Frank Sullivan and illustrated - but naturally - by Gluyas 
Williams, there isn't much more you could ask for if you are Benchley-minded. 


Harper 


Jacobs, Florence Burrill 
NEIGHBORS $2.50 
This little volume of sonnets does for our day what the Spoon River Anthology 
did some time ago in free verse, and there is wit,cynicism and a sense of form in these 
brief sketches of country lives. The locale is different, as this is New England, and 
the characters illustrate the full cycle completed in the last generation, the death of 
the hearth, the growth of wit, and a new acknowledgement of the trickeries and ironies of 
life. The poems may not have a lasting quality, but they are bright and amusing, adult 


and topical. 
October 6 


Doubleday 


Hussey, Harry 
VENERABLE ANCESTOR $4.00 

An authentic, probably definitive biography of the private life and controversial 
reign of dowager empress Tz'u Hsi of China (1835-1908), the last great ruler of the Ch'ing 
dynasty. Based on monumental research of diaries, letters, to which Hussey- who lived in 
China for nearly forty years- had access, this is the story of Green Jade's ominous birth; 
the childhood of genteel poverty and constant moving as the daughter of a Manchu official; 
her entry into court as a concubine; the early methodical creation of her spy system among 
the eunuchs; her ascension to power as co-regent when her son became emperor; and her long, 
nefarious, cruel stranglehold on her power which survived three regencies. Here too is the 
history of the entire Uh'ing dynasty, the status of the Manchu families, the Opium War, the 
missionary movement, the Boxer Rebellion, and detailed descriptions of the magnificent 
palaces, temples and jewels. A full-scale, well written biography- and a must for all in- 
terested in the Orient. 








Oursler, Fulton & Will Doubleday 
FATHER FLANAGAN OF BOYS TOWN $3.00 


* A glossy, anecdotal picture of Father Flanagan and the genesis of and growth of 
Boys Town, Nebraska, all sprinkled with the success stories of orphans, homeless boys and 
misfits restored to society by a creed of love. The background is filled in, of Father 
Flanegean's youth in Ireland, his early dedication to the priesthood, his struggle to finish 
his studies abroad while trying to fight tuberculosis. But his real story starts with his 
ordination and his hotel for destitute men which led to his work with young boys. How the 
modest project started in a rundown building, grew into the million dollar enterprise of 
today, with its own schools, magnificent sports facilities, outstanding boy choir. And 
although the authors try to introduce an element of conflict and struggle, Father Flanagan 
emerges only as 4 beloved, idealized figure. Written with warmth, humor, and marked popu- 
lar appeal, this should sell widely and well. 
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October 10 


Toombs, Alfred Crowell 
RAISING A RIOT $3.00 


The terrain of Cheaper by the Dozen, not in strict parallel but presumably in the 
hopes of attracting that audience, this tells of another father and his children- this time 
it's only three- as Al Toombs returned from the wars to take over all alone the raising of 
and caring for his young. Taking Larry, 10, a "self-propelled appetite”, Lynn, 7, and 
Janie, 4, to a somewhat unsteady cottage in Maryland, Toombs took over the entire job of 
housekeeping, put in a 140 hour week of laundry, cleaning, and the ordeal of meals which 
he upgraded in time from frankfurters to chicken. He also tried various systems of har- 
nessing his child-power, abandoned them for "no system"- progressivé; spent a winter in 
Florida to escape the truant officer; went through chicken pox, the death of their dog, 
no heat, an overwhelming birthday party, to return to Maryland where he added gardening 
and plumbing to his responsibilities. The many headaches, and stomach aches, which at- 
tended an enterprise such as this- in fairly funny recall- but not for quite the big mr- 
ket as its predecessor. 


October 11 1, AT 


Calahan, H. A. Macmillan 
SAILING TECHNIQUE $5.00 


A be-all and end-all instruction book for the novice as well as the advanced 
sailor, this continues and expands the material in his classic Learning To Sail (1932), 
recognizes the changes in boats and rigging since that time, distinguishes between "true" 
and “apparent” wind, and makes available for those keen on the sport the author's half 
century of knowledge of sailing. This is the book for the seafarer looking for perfection, 
for improvement in the performance of his boat, for all minutiae of boat handling, for it 
ranges from suggestions as to buying the craft, on to exhaustive information about the 
rigging, and the theory of sailing, this covers dock work, the care of rope, wire and 
sails, instructions on knots, splicing rope and wire, navigation, charts, compass, tides 
and currents. It also details the “perils of the deep” - capsizing, running aground, man 
overboard, collision, fire, explosion and leaks; it takes notice of weather wisdom, fog 
and night sailing. For those in small, handy boats with simple rigging as well as for 
those sailing in larger and more complicated craft, this is the answer for the mastery of 
the ship and expertness in its handling. 60 photographs and 76 line drawings. 


Pope, Antoinette and Francois Macmillan 
ANTOINETTE POPE SCHOOL CANDY BOOK $2.50 


From their school in Chicago the Popes have compiled a recipe book to take the 
guesswork out of homemade confections and provide guaranteed sweets if instructions are 
followed accurately. The measures, material and equipment for creamed, hard, pulled 
candies, for fondants, fudges, divinity varieties, caramels and butterscotch, teffies, 
marshmallows, glace, cocoanut, toffees, popcorn, marzipan, chocolate dipped, and miscel- 
laneous, decorated temptations for the sweet tooth - all steps of procedure are explained 
in careful detail. This is for the cook with spare time for such treats, for the family 
that always has candy in the house, for the something special on the cookbook shelf. 

16 photographs. 


October 12 


Mead, Margaret | | es Morrow 
MALE AND FEMALE: 4 Study of the Sexes in a Changing World $5.00 _ 







Report repeated from page 170 of the March 15th bulletin, as follows: “As sub- 
titled, this tri-partite analysis, based on anthropological insights, examines firstly the 
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differences and the similarities of the bodies of human beings on which our concepts of sex 
‘are built; secondly the problems of sex in society, in family life; and finally, the sexes 
in contemporary America. The first part, which concerns the anatomical differences between 
male and female, the vulnerabilities and handicaps, limitations and potentialities of these 
sex differences is drawn from Margaret Mead's already well known observation of South Sea 
societies. Here there is little cause for controversy. But as she extends her survey of 
patterns, attitudes into contemporary life, the “scientific” method often relaxes into 
loose generalization and seemingly easy conclusions. These sections show modern man- and 
modern woman- at work and at play; the male parental role; the struggle of men over women, 
now shifted to the struggle of women over men; questions of sexual potency and receptivity; 
human reproduction- how many children, how few; the expected childhood experience (this is 
most certainly the “expected childhood experience” of the 1920's, not the 1940's); patterns 
of marriage, family life, the home; and the success standard which motivates all behavior 
in America today... An extensive, expansive study which is not a flattering one, but will 
find its audience among those who liked Geoffrey Gorer's The American People(Norton), etc." 


yA 


October 13 


Ruark, Robert C. Doubleday _~ 
ONE FOR THE ROAD $3-00 : 


The irreverent, thumb to nose columnist again collected and having his say on 
this, that and many another thing. Ruark can really go to town, whether it be on food or 
drink, burlesque, sports writing, whether it is life in the country, or women or politics, 
barrooms or weddings, personalities or gadgets, and he manages to swing a mean, as well as 
a funny line. His newspaper following is sizable, and in assembling these columns, sever- 
al on similar subjects have been grouped under one heading, which makes for a more contin- 
uous, coherent flow of ideas. There's a definite bite to his ideas, a rowdy corrective 
quality to his opinions, and a happy exaggeration in his style. The combination of illus- 
trations by R. Taylor is quite in tone with the off center, often zany quality of this 


type of writing. 


Cowles, Virginia Harper 
NO CAUSE FOR ALARM $3.75“ 

A veteran foreign correspondent gives a liberal, semi-popular, political-economic 
picture of conditions in England today under the Labour government. She starts with a re- 
view of the living costs and standards of the ordinary Englishman in 1949 and an appraisal 
of his character, and she goes on to consider Parliament, the Labour ministry, and its 
figures, Attlee, Morrison, Bevin, Cripps, as well as the House of Lords, the powers of the 
Crown. There is a brief background on the origins and development of the party system, the 
Labour party, the Fabians and the cooperative movement. And in much the same way the con- 
servative party is considered, its policy, its leaders, Churchill, Eden, R. A. Butler, 
Oliver Stanley. The final sections outline the status of British millionaires today, 
socialism in the rural sections, the influence of Oxford as a maker of statesmen, the 
health plan, the radio and press, trade unions, nationalization, Western Union. An over- 
all picture on the pro-labour side, which would serve as an interesting primer. 


| Y Fanta, R.E. Rinehart 
THE OHIO $5.00 


39th volume in the Rivers of America series, this is the story of the Ohio, start- 
ing near Pittsburgh, flowing south and west along the Ohio and Kentucky borders into the 
Mississippi. This follows the same general pattern as the others, starting with description 
and geology, prehistoric and historic Indians, the early explorers, fur traders, settlers, 
and launching into the colorful history of the region, the 20th century efforts to keep the 
river uniform for transportation purposes, cities and towns and industry. There is a larger 
concentration on history in this volume and a mass of detail on the various wars and the 
lesser conflicts between the settlers, between whites and Indians. A fairly exhaustive 
presentation- of regional interest and value. 
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October 14 















































Se Smith, Ira R. T. Messner 
“DEAR MR. PRESIDENT...” —$+;00- 
2,00 
Some human, humorous and often very curious anecdotes come out of these 51 years 
at the White House as experienced by the Chief of Mails. Ira Smith, who served under nine 
Presidents, has something to say about each of them; from McKinley, when the mail only ran 
to 100 letters @ day, to Theodere Roosevelt and his uninhibited one big happy family, Taft- 
who had trouble with his food and his feet, Wilson, Harding, Coolidge who receives the 
kindliest affection of them all, Hoover who played into hard luck, ¥,D-R. who rolled the 
circulation up to 8000 a day, and Harry Truman. And you will also meet all kinds of 
cranks, crackpots, busykodies, wellwishers and serious thinkers as they exercise their 
inalienable right to git down and knock off a letter to the President, and send all kinds 
of presents from gold teeth ta a gold plated toilet seat which end up in what is known as 
the Chamber of Horrorg,-.- &matl telk, which provides apysing, indirect reflections of 


the great. 
Ootover #2 F 


Snyder, Louis L. & Simon & Schuster 
Morris, Richard B.- &ds. A TREASURY OF GREAT REPORTING $5.00 / 


The expected S &@ S colossus, which runs to over a thousand pages and represents 
many countries, many centuries. One questions however, whether this wil] have quite as 
definite a destination es some of these anthologies have had- and from the point of view 
of straight readability, Ward Greene's Star Reporters (Random Houge~1948) was wore con- 

oH centrated, more manageable. Opening here with the confession of the witch Walpurga in the 
16th century, this goes on to many famous issues and incidents; the storming of the Bas- 
tille; the Boston Tea Party; the Hamilton-Burr duel; Napoleon's defeat at Waterloo; the 
charge of the Light Brigade; Abe Lincoln's farewell in Illinois; the Dreyfus affair; the 
murder trial of Harry Thaw; World War I; the KKK; the Moscow trials; the Lindbergh flight; 
the Sacco & Vanzetti case; and World War II from the Reichstag fire to Spain to Pearl Har- 
bor and on through many high points of battle action. And you will meet all kinds of peo- 
Ple- Karl Marx, Mark Twain, Garibaldi, Jack the Ripper, Carrie Nation, Jack London, H.G. 
Wells, Kipling, Mata Hari, etc. etc. In any case, this is the most for your money- and 
these treasuries have e commercial value. : 


AND DERI A Simon & Schuster 


Wierzynski, Casimir ene 
THE LIFE, OF FREDEBRIC CHOPIN $3.95 » 
A biography of considerable seriousness and substance, and one which is based on 
some recently released correspondence, the interpretation here adds a certain strength to 
an often over-romanticized figure, dispels the image of the soul-sad salon artist, the 
frail solitary. Here too an emphasis is placed on the often neglected years of youth, the 
strong family attachments, the fervent patriotism which survived all the years abroad. 
There is not too much of his music, or musical interpretation, and Chopin's life is closely 
followed; the early recognition of his great gifts; the departure from Warsaw for Paris 
where his success was spontaneous; the passionate affair with Delphine; the subsequent love 
for Maria; and finally George Sand, from the sequestered idyll at Majorca to the return 
with her to Nohant which became his adoptive home for eight years. Here, although George 
Sand refused to continue the romantic relationship, Chopin was to have the strong sense of 
home and family his nature demanded, and the seperation- over her alignment with her son 
against Chopin- was for him "a sentence of death” which he survived a short time only... 
By one of Poland's leading poets, this is a careful, exhaustive study which has more per- 
manent than popular values. 
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ONE WHICH IS LATE 


Cousins, Norman- Fd. Longmans, Green 


WRITING FOR LOVE OR MONEY 


From the Saturday Review of Literature, @ symposium of articles which have ap- 
peared over the past years and which discuss many aspects of writing as a profession and 
A notable company of contributors include Henry Seidel Canby, Jesse Stuart, 
Elmer Davis, Stephen Leacock, Phyllis Bentley, Edith Wharton, Saroyan, Ellen Glasgow, 
Pearl Buck, Thomas Wolfe, Maugham, Russell Maloney, James Truslow Adams- among others. 

And the discussions have a wide range; the impulses which cause a man to write; story 
writing schools and their validity; the making up of an index; writing to please yourself; 
authorship as seen by an author's wife; permanent fictional values; the effect of criti- 
cism on first novelists; and the specifics of writing biography, history, science and 
social science, poetry, essays, articles, humor, juveniles, editorials, criticism, etc. 

By experienced practitioners, this assays both literary values and commercial 
factors and will be of primary interest to aspirants. (8/4) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Schauffler, R.H.- FRANZ SCHUBERT- from 6/10 to 8/26 
Hutton, J.R.- TROUT AND SALMON FISHING- from 7/20 to 9/20 
Evernden, M.- THE RUNAWAY APPRENTICE- from 8/25 to 8/29 (J) 
Atwater, M.M.- SMOKE PATROL- from 8/25 to 8/29 (3) 


Waltari, Mika- THE EGYPTIAN- from 7/15 to 8/22- Book of the Month for September. 


Feather, William- THE BUSINESS OF LIFE- definite date 9/2 


Morison, S.E.- CORAL SEA, MIDWAY AND SUBMARINE ACTION- from 8/16 to 9/20 


Kingsley, Sidney- DETECTIVE STORY- from 8/29 to 9/19 

Spong, R.- SEE IF HE WINS- from 8/18 to 9/14 

Edwards, E.J.- THE CHOSEN- definite date 9/21 

Fadiman, E., Jr.- THE VOICE AND THE LIGHT- definite date 9/8 
O'Neill, Charles- MORNING TIME- from 9/? to 10/? 

Chapman, F.S.- THE JUNGLE IS NEUTRAL- definite date 8/24 

Phelan, Paul- A TIME TO LAUGH- definite date 9/14 

Dineen, J.F.- THE PURPLE SHAMROCK- definite date 9/7 

Hancock, Ralph- FABULOUS BOULEVARD- definite date 9/22 

Stapleton, Elsie- SPENDING FOR HAPPINESS- definite date 9/12 
Chernev & Reinfeld- THE FIRESIDE BOOK OF CHESS- definite date 9/30 
Higginbottom, S.- SAM HIGGINBOTTOM, FARMER- definite date 9/12 
Perelman, S.J.- LISTEN TO THE MOCKING BIRD- definite date 9/9 
Kahman, Chesley- GYPSY MELODY- from 8/29 to 9/23 (J) 

Moravia, Alberto- THE WOMAN OF ROME - from 9/23 to 11/1 

Nordyke, Lewis- CATTLE EMPIRE- from 9/21 to 9/19 

de Chambrun, C.L.- SHADOWS LENGTHEN- definite date 9/26 

Hedman, Mertha- UNCLE, AUNT AND JEZEBEL- definite date 9/26 

Tully, Grace- F.D.R.- MY BOSS- definite date 9/26 
Whitridge, Arnold- MEN IN CRISIS- definite date 9/26 
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‘A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR SEPTEMBER 
| ae ee ca ee ee ae 


CONTEMPORARY 


September 7 - Wilson, Mitchell LIVE WITH LIGHTNING (Little, Brown)- 
Literary Guild for October 
September 8 - Ogilvie, Elisabeth ROWAN HEAD (Whittlesey House) 
September 12 - Macfarlane, Janet A FAMILY MATTER (Scribner) 
Nathan, Robert THE RIVER JOURNEY (Knopf) 
September 13 - Morgan, Charles THE RIVER LINE (Macmillan) 
September 15 - Basso, Hamilton THE GREENROOM (Doubleday) 
September 19 - Gallico, Paul THE LONELY (Knopf) 
September 29 - Foster, Michael THE DUSTY GODMOTHER (Rinehart) 
Von Rhau, H. FRATERNALLY YOURS (Houghton, Mifflin) 


ee 
® 
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OTHER ‘LIVES 


& 
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September 14 - Terrot, Charles THE PASSIONATE PILGRIM (Harper) 
September 19 = Barnes, Margaret C. BRIEF GAUDY HOUR (Macrae-Smith) 
September 26 - Stone, Irving THE PASSIONATE JOURNEY (Doubleday) 


ca £2 20 
88a 


OTHER ‘TIMES 


August 22 Waltari, Mike THE EGYPTIAN (Putnam)- Book of the 
Month for September 


MYSTERIES AND ‘THRILLERS 


September 6 - Stout, Rex THE SECOND CONFESSION (Viking) 
September 13 - Chandler, Raymond THE LITTLE SISTER (Houghton, Mifflin) 
September 15 - Kaufman, Stanley THE HIDDEN HERO (Rinehart) 


NON - FICTION 


BIOGRAPHY - NATIONAL ‘AND ‘INTERNATIONAL 


September - Arnold, Gen. H.H. GLOBAL MISSION (Harper) 
Ross, Ishbel CHILD OF DESTINY (Harper) 

September - Vallentin, Antonina THIS I SAW (Random House) 

September Deutscher, Isaac STALIN (Oxford) 


ADVENTURING PHYSICALLY AND SPIRITUALLY 


September Bell, W. D. M. KARAMOJO SAFARI (Harcourt, Brace) 
September - Merton, Thomas THE WATERS OF SILOB (Harcourt, Brace) 
September - Wightman, Frank THE WIND IS FREE (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 


‘FOR A LIGHTER TOUCH 


September 7 - Brown, John Mason MORNING FACES (Whittlesey House) 
September 23 - Spence, Hartzell HAPPILY EVER AFTER (Whittlesey House) 
~~~ September 27 - Harvey, Ruth CURTAIN TIME (Houghton, Mifflin) 
September 28 - Perry, George S. MY GRANNY VAN (Whittlesey House) 
| @& September 29 - Wallace, Francis | THE NOTRE DAME STORY (Rinehart) 





BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service wi 38 Bank Street 
A 
Vol. XVII August 15, 1949 


JUVERHNLE SAPP LER YF 


Picture Story Book 


Austin, Margot Dutton 
POPPET $1.25 


Children find the Margot Austin stories hilariously funny, both in incident and 
dialog. This is close kin to Trumpet and Gabriel Churchkttten. though Poppet is a little 
boy and Puttle is his dog and Puttler his cat. Poppet - in the middle of the night- de- 
cides he is going to hunt bear, and with Puttle and a flash light and a burlap bag, they 
start off. They have one false alarm, which turns out to be only Puttler, and eventually 
they find a frog- and a rabbit- and Poppet's missing Teddy Bear. The short, sharp sen- 
tences characteristic of Margot Austin's writing - the creeping around in the dark- the 
pouncing on each other in the dark, all appeals at child level. Boards-reenforced. (8/25) 


Reilly & Lee 


Tensen, Ruth 
COME TO THE FARM $2.00 

This is both a picture book and a first reader,- the vocabulary based on begin- 
ning reading ability, type size and visual aids in the excellent photographs are all key- 
ed to interest and satisfy children at primer level. But adults- trying to rationalize 
the order of pictures- numbers- questions- and recapitulation under "Who Said It?” find 
it a trifle confused. Perhaps better to forget the switch back and forth until the child 
works it out for himself. Take each picture with its text independently, without trying 
to read any continuity into it. Board with colored pastedown. (Publ.) 


Billings, Augusta & Henry Viking 
GILBERT THE GAY POODLE $1.50 


Radio jackpot, tune identification, etc., are familiar set-ups for today's young 
radio listeners, even at this age level. And the characters in this picture story book 
are all poodles. There were three children in Gilbert's family; his sisters were neat and 
tidy about the house, while Gilbert was messy and inconsiderate and preferred tinkering 
with his little red car to being helpful. But with one ear he heard his sisters practising 
Poodles on Parade, and when he went to the radio studio to take part in a contest, he 
recognized the tune and won the jackpot. Good parody on too familiar programs, which 
adults will enjoy with the children. The pictures, in two colors, are amusing, and tell 
enough for the youngest members of the family to follow. Paper over board. (8/26) 


Viking 


McReynolds, Bob 
SLEEPY TO THE RESCUE $1.50 

This will be a favorite with small customers, for Sleepy, "a brown and white 
bird dog who lives... eight leaps and three barks from the Pacific Ocean" has a most ap- 
pealing personality. As he tells the story, he has a kind master, a police dog friend, 
and delectable hamburger dreams. Clear photographs follow his activities,- swimming in 
the ocean, talking with an apathetic cow, sleeping in his master's chair. The adventures 
are credible and strengthen the friendship of the two dogs. And Roy Davenport's photo- 
graphs give it a might-be-true quality. Paper over board binding. (9/2) 
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Robinson, Lincoln Fay Viking 
GOLDIE AND YELLOWHAMMER $1.50 



























A Buff Orpington hen and a Tiger kitten were friends, and this- in pictures anc 
running captions- tells why their friendship started and how it ended. Goldie had her 
eggs taken away from her so she adopted Yellowhammer, much to the annoyance of old Cockle- 
crow. But when Goldie managed to keep a nest of eggs from discovery, the kitten was left 
to his own devices, and found another friend, a Persian tabby down the street. The pencil 
drawings are full of action and character. Paper over board. (9/2) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5-8) 


Doremus, Robert L.- Jllus. Aladdin Books 
SPOOKS AND SPIRITS AND SHADOWY SHAPES $2.00 


A good Halloween book for story tellers and reading aloud, in a group of stories 
written for the purpose by familiar writers, including such names as Emma Brock, Elizat<th 
Yates, Blizabeth Coatsworth, Adele De Leeuw, Mary B. Walsh and others. The stories them- 
scoi.«7 wave enough shivery content- and enough realism in the outcomes- to be used with 
children of six, seven, eight. The vocabulary and type face makes it appropriate for easy 
reading at second to third grade level. The publishers place this for 8 to 12, but the 
format looks too young for ten and up, and the stories, while too long for five to six 
yeer olds, will hold that inbetween age listener. (Sept.) 


Govan, Christine Noble Aladdin Books 
MR. HERMIT MISER AND THE NEIGHBORLY PUMPKIN $1.75 


’ Ever have a pumpkin vine go traveling into your neighbor's gardens and provide 

i them with the pumpkins you expected to harvest for yourself? Well, that's what happened 
to unneighborly Mr. Miser of the rackety packety house. How the pumpkins disappeared e1- 
most under his nose, when he thought he had them spotted; how an accident almost made the 
neighbors take a hand; and how his pitiful attempts to make pumpkin pies out of the three 
he salvaged from the road finally won over the neighborhood cooks, makes an engaging 
story which has an absurdity in adult behavior that appeals to young listeners. The Anne | 
Merriman Peck pictures in green and pumpkin yellow are in keeping with the text. Again, { 
I'd question the placing of this book at the 8-12 level indicated. It seems definitely 
@ read aloud book for 6 - 8. Boards - cloth reenforcement. (Sept. ) | 


Brock, Emma L. Knopf 
KRISTIE AND THE COLT $2.00 


The jacket with its beguiling picture of the old mere, Kristie, familiar to 
children who read Here Comes Kristie, and the colt that was a birthday present for the 
twins, will capture the insatiable horse story market, and there's another horse story 
in the collection. Five simple and thoroughly likable stories against a Great Lakes area 
background. The fact of their being short stories gives it special appeai in the Read 
Aloud section as a family book; while third and fourth graders can read it to themssives. 
Delightful pictures, by the author, some of them in color. (8/22 









Macmillan 


Bedier, Julie 
LOTS OF BROTHERS AND SISTERS $2.00 










A sequel to My Book About God, written by a Maryknoll Sister, as a plea for 
racial tolerance. Definitely a book for Catholic children, as there is a good deal of 

Catholic teaching throughout, sometimes in terms which to Protestant children would seem 
anything but tolerant. It is a story of a childless couple who adopt two orphans, and of 
how they indoctrinate the children in the meaning of the Catholic Church - and ultimstely 
in the meaning of racial tolerance. (Sept.) ia/2< Wi) 
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Bracken, Dorothy Kendall Steck Co.-Austin, Tex. 
Rice, Elizabeth RODEO $2.00 


* Subject matter, presentation, superb pictures in clear, brilliant colors- all 
contribute to making this a popular picture book at an age level well beyond picture book 
average. Cowboys are sure appeal from about seven on; the rodeo angle is slightly older. 
But bronco busters, cowboys, trick riders - and the horses themselves- make a dramatic 
panoramic book, following each phase of rodeo events and procedure. There are clowns, 
too, that take off the actions and skills. A gorgeous book for a gift to almost any 
small boy. Cloth bound, closely stitched backbone, it should stand wear and tear, though 
the large oblong shape means almost inevitable warping, and is difficult for library 
shelves. The text is in the style of a circus barker,- breathless, descriptive, like 
radio announcing of a sports event, giving the reader a sense of participation. The 
author and artist are both Texans, and know their subject. (Publ. ) 


EASY. READING 


. Christensen, Haaken Abingdon-Cokesbury 
LITTLE BRUIN $1.00 


A Norwegian picture story book, with a vocabulary that should not have too many 
sticklers for the second year readers. Brown and white pictures by the author on every 
page, and a simple text follow the activities of the bear family when they awaken too soon 
from their winter's sleep, only to find that they are in for an ice and snow storm. It is 
Little Bruin who has the bright ideas, suggesting the cabin as a shelter, finding beds to 
sleep in, getting breakfast. It almost seems to suggest tables turned on the Goldilocks’ 


theme. (10/10) 


Jarrett, Elizabeth A. Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Smock, Nell S.-J/l. SMART MR. TIM $1.00 


Mr. Tim is a lovable cocker spaniel, with the wistful appeal of his tribe. He 
is smart and helpful and brave- until it comes to baths. Then he hides under the bed. But 
after the bath is over, he quite likes the looks of himself in the mirror. Easy reading 
text and pictures on every page that tell the story for those below reading level. (10/10) 


Dutton 


Hogan, Inez 
WORLD ROUND $1.75 

* This book seems to offer almost everything for the beginning reader or the at- 
tentive listener. It is a nice squarish book with substantial cloth binding, large clear 
type, the author's bold black and white illustrations opposite every page of text. It is 
an ideal story for group participation, about a whale who lives alone near the top of the 
world, and is sure he is the largest animal in a small world. The sea lion isn't so sure, 
and suggests they take a trip. So- singing jovial verses- they bump into one continent 
after another, and the animals of each continent come to meet them, and one animal from 
each continent joins him for a piggyback ride for the rest of the journey. Children love 
the repetition and the suspence. A book easy to sell, easy to circulate. Third grade 
readers. (8/25) 


Black, Irma Simonton Holiday House 
MAGGIE: A Mischievous Magpie $1.50 


Here's an author who has successfully taken the hurdle of “easy to read and some- 
thing to say" so rarely found. This is her fourth - the story of a friendship between a 
magpie and a puppy. The alert little talking bird will amuse young readers, and the chap- 
ter lengths provide breaks at right distances for interest and attention spans. Wide mar- 
gins and wide spacing between lines, and lots of black and white illustrations by Barbara 


Latham. (9/15) 
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Carmer, Carl Aladdin Books 
HURRICANE LUCK $1.75 


This has much to recommend it and with a little more might have been a very good 
book. There's the feel of the Florida keys in the background; there's the interest-pro- 
voking idea of going to school in a school boat instead of a school bus- and of the school 
providing a refuge for the families when the big blow strikes. There's the start of in- 
terest in shells and in deep sea fishing. And here is where the story fails to follow 
through. Peter and the other children are thrilled at the prospect of the shell boatman’s 
visit to the school, bitterly disappointed when the storm waylays him and their collect- 
ions cannot be used. But it seems that their interest is in what they can sell him- and 
there is nothing of the thrill of search and discovery. Even Peter’s longed-for junonia 
comes too easily. When he sells it for a disappointingly small sum, that money helps him 
to win the tarpon catch award, but again it is the money at the end rather than the thrill 
of the catch that is important....Much better written than the run of the mill story- and 
for this reason we wish it could have been just a bit better. (And it would have benefit- 
ed by more careful proof reading, too.) Illustrated in line by Blizabeth Carmer. (Sept.) 


Hoffman, Gloria Dutton 
PRIMITIVO AND HIS DOG $2.50 


An oversized photograph and story book which gives a sense of being on the inside 
of village life in Taxco, Mexico. Primitivo’s daily round of fun and work end school, of 
sliding on the hills with his playmates, or sharing everything with his beloved dog. Then 
Fonzo has his leg broken by a car, and Primitivo does everything possible to earn money to 
send him to the city vet. The chance finding of a silver bracelet, its return and the re- 
ward, provide the climax of what is a slender thread of story to accompany some excellent 
jaa One way to introduce facts of Mexican life to third and fourth graders. 

8/25 
Bonner, Mary Graham Knopf 
MYSTERIOUS CABOOSE $2.00 


* Thriller but credible, this story of the reward the McNair brothers won for 
saving a girl on a runaway horse, on the plains near Winnipeg. Her father was vice pres- 
ident of the Canadian National, and gave the boys their hearts’ desire, a ride to the 
Rockies on a freight train. There's lots of authentic information about railroading, a 
setting of dark and lonely depots and the moving train, as background for an eventful 
journey full of narrow escapes, as the two boys successfully track down the thieves in- 
volved in a Winnipeg robbery. Good yarn. (8/22) 


Burgwyn, Mebane Holoman Oxford 
LUCKY MISCHIEF $2.50 


* Again, as in River Treasure (1947), the author presents a very human real pic- 
ture of a young Negro boy, his family and their life in North Carolina's Occoneechee Neck 
farm country. Allen's happiness is spoiled when Bailey comes to live in the Neck for 
Bailey puts all of Allen's accomplishments in the shade - he can outdare, outspell, out- 
fight Allen; Allen loses his chance to compete in the new 4-H project when their cow's 
calf dies. But a brave act wins him a calf of his own, and the threat of an escaped con- 
vict’s hiding out adds a touch of mystery and excitement, particularly since Bailey seems 
to have an unwarranted interest in the hunted man. With his calf, Lucky, winning the Fat 
Stock Show, Allen finds the basis of real friendship with Bailey, who helps him capture 
the convict and who is permanently reunited with his law-officer father. Upper ages in 
this group will enjoy not only the story but the completely believable children and 
adults, and absorb the wholesome picture of Negro life. Some black and white illustra- 
tions by Gertrude Howe. (8/18) 
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Viking 


Carmer, Carl 
TOO MANY CHERRIES $2.00 

* A very satisfying story for boys, as, for one exciting night, young Bill Bailey 
shares the adventurous life of the truck drivers who drive great loads of strangely assort- 
ed cargoes over the nation's highways. When Bill who is ten hears that cherries are going 


to rot on the trees because there are too many and the price has dropped too low, he sug- 
gests that some place they may need cherries- and the old truck could get them there. And 
so it comes about that Bill is allowed to go along with George- and share the rough and 
ready life of the road. Then they break down, in Lancaster - and it all turns out for the 
best, when Bill makes his sales - and new friends as well. An original story, with region- 
al as well as occupational flavor. Nice quality to the panoramic pictures in two color 

by Jay Hyde Barnum. Highly recommended. Boards. (9/2) 


Torrey, Marjorie Viking 
THE MERRIWEATHERS $2.50 

* The Moffats and the Melendys are our favorite families in juvenile fiction to- 
day, and now we'll add the Merriweathers. They are lively, intelligent, interesting 
children, with a wide variety of interests, and the contrariness of normal youngsters. 
This is the story of what happened when the family was forced to move from a New York 
apartment to a house in a Connecticut town. Dillis, artist of the family and a twin, tells 
how they get settled, of the neighbors, of problems of state dislocation, and does it all 
with sharp-witted observation. Each member of the family emerges as a rugged individuale 
ist, and it is refreshing to have a mother who has fun with her children and doesn't look 
too maternal. Author's illustrations. Cloth. (8/19) 


§-11-Non-fiction 
Holiday House 


Rounds, Glen 
RODEO 92.25 

This for those who graduate from the picture rodeo book (see P. 426), for here 
is the straight stuff about the business end and the working end of a rodeo, the proper 
procedures for saddle and bareback bronc riding, roping, both plain and fancy, wild cow 
milking, cutting horse contests, steer wrestling, brahma bull riding, and so on. Pro- 
fessional as against amateur standing; the cowboy’s and the promoter's “take”, the hist- 
ory and origin of rodeo events and customs- all are discussed by an experienced writer on 
western background, practically born on a horse in the Badlands of South Dakota. He has 
@lso done the 60 lively drawings which make this a good gift item for boys. (9/15) 


Spencer, Cornelia Holiday House 
THE LOW COUNTRIES Boards- $1.25 
Cloth - $1.75 


An addition to the Lands and Peoples series, with a bit more substantial factual 
data on the countries included than in the earlier volumes on Japan and Scandinavia. Bel- 
gium, Holland and Luxembourg are the “Low Countries” and Cornelia Spencer has given them 
individuality and color, told something of the history, characteristics, their people, 
their geography, their industries. Illustrated with pictures and maps by Rafaello Busoni. 
(Other titles in series now available in both types of bindings.) (9/15) 


Zim, Herbert S. Morrow 
SNAKES $2.00 


Dependable volume in this author's useful series of factual books on nature. 
Everything the youngster with an awakening interest in snakes would want to know seems to 
be here;~ how their bodies function, which are poisonous, which useful; how to keep one 
as @ pet; how they breed; their food; first aid for snake bites, etc. First at this age 


level. (9/7) 
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Masani, Shakuntala Oxford 
NEHRU'S STORY $2. 
50 
A puzzling book to place for young Americans. One questions much interest in 
the subject at this age level, and yet the next older level would feel it was, perhaps, 
somewhat written down to them. The author wrote the book originally for India's children. 
It has been expanded somewhat to make certain things understandable to Americans; and 
still assumes certain familiarity with India and its people and history. Viewed as a 
portrait of Nehru, and his personal story, it fulfills its aim. But one finishes it 
without feeling that those wholly unfamiliar with India's unique history and problems 
would have gained a sense of the background against which Nehru's life has been lived. A 
beautiful piece of bookmaking, but I'm afraid its market is limited. (9/8) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Fiction 


Morse, Ray Aladdin Bocks 
CADETS AT KINGS POINT $2.50 
































* This happens to be the first story I have read with the setting ths famous Mer- 
chant Marine Academy, and for that reason I found it unusual and good reading. ‘oo bad 
both title and jacket convey the impression of its being a factual information book, for 
it is an excellent school story, football story, and story of the battle three cacets 
mace for what they felt was right. They were no plaster saints; each had his own person- 
ality problems to face. But they got off on the wrong foot, won the jealous enmity of 
a star athlete, a crook who plotted to put them continually in the wrong- and succeeded 
in getting them the silent treatment for most of their first year. Throughout the story, 
the ideals, the goals, the procedure, the training of the cadets are all graphically pre- 
sented. It all comes out right in the end, of course. (Sept.) 


Grew, David Coward, McCann 
THE GHOST MARE $2.75 


David Grew tells a good yarn, but tells it so badly that one stumbles over his 
style to get at his tale. McKay brought him back into the market with reissue of earlier 
books, beyond Rope and Fence and Whitepaw Goes North. Again his story is of Canadian 
wilds and badlands setting. Again it is a chase after a wild horse- and the close friend- 
ship that develops between boy and horse. Plenty of action, a grand pace in the story of 
the chase, bits about paleontology (rather dragged in, I felt), and a good deal about the 
friendship of two boys that split over temperamental differences and almost ended in dis- 
aster. Just enough romance for girl readers, too. (9/12) 


White, Robb Doubleday 
CANDY &2.50 


Boats and sailing- and the free life of the Florida east coast for 1lé-year old 
Candy. She seems a thoroughly self-reliant youngster, and her parents are enviably agree- 
able to keeping hands off. Result- she gets mixed up with a mysterious doctor who gives 
her his beautiful sailboat after hers is wrecked; a miserly old man who loves flowers; an 
orphan blind boy. After some exciting adventures in sailing- at which Robb White is a 
weastor- Candy is instrumental in bringing her frionids together. The surgeon cures the 
boy's blindness, and all onds neatly. Uneven- and not Robb White’s best. But entertain- 
ing. Illustrated by Gertrude Howe. (9/22) 


Bechdolt, Jack Dutton 
GREG SHERIDAN, REPORTER $2.50 


A veppy tale of cocky young Greg Sheridan who comes from the West to make his way | 
as @ newspaperman in New York. He finds that, to get experience, work on a small out of | 
town paper is called for and lands himself a job in Long Island under a girl editor. Sus 
is a good teacher as well as a good companion and when a murder occurs it is their luck to 
find the vanished suspects and the real killer. Pleasant dialog and characters brighten 

this career-adventure story. Illustrated by Decie Merwin. (8/25) 
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Fairfax, Virginia Dutton 
SU WON AND HER WONDERFUL TREE $2.50 


Su Won's great ambition was to go to the Girls’ Industrial School and learn to 
be a great weaver. She was already skilled; and her own mulberry tree, fed by chemical 
waters, provided her own silkworms with leaves that produced beautiful golden colored 
cocoons. On the silk she wove from the thread, she hoped to make enough money to per- 
suade her father to let her enter the school. But her father was an old-fashioned Korean 
who put boys first. How Su Won achieved her goal- and won the national award as well- 
makes a pleasant story about modern Korea. Too pleasant, perhaps, to give it reality, in 
@ portrait of a country where the conflicts are so intense that they must permeate its 


every region. Line drawings by Dorothy Bayley Morse. (8/25) 


Kjelgaard, Jim Holiday House 
A NOSE FOR TROUBLE $2.50 


* When Tom returns to his old home in the mountains he is a man, a veteran of the 
gold fields of the West. He senses the strange uneasy atmosphere of his native backwoods. 
He acquires a hard riding horse and a fine dog, half bloodhound; he sees his old friends; 
he reaches his wilderness cabin to find it occupied by the new game warden. The warden 
wins Tom over to the new state conservation laws, and then Tom finds what is the trouble. 
A vicious gang is cleaning out the wild life of the region. Tom is made assistant warden, 
and with his dog, starts out on a man-hunt that provides tense moments on long wilderness 
trails. Exciting and extremely well written. (9/15) 


Meek, Col. S.P. Knopf 
RANGER: 4A Dog of the Forest Service $2.50 


Pretty routine stuff, in a story of the U.S. Forest Service. Buzz, the hero, is 
ably assisted at every crisis by his retriever, Ranger. There are crises like floods, 
fires, blizzards, and the background provides full quota of information on the whys and 
hows of the Forest Service. A career book, with vocational values, and the author puts 
over the demands entailed by the service competently through an averagely good tale. (8/22) 


Emery, R.G. Macrae -Smith 
T-QUARTERBACK $2.50 


The problem of football scholarships seems to be uppermost in the minds of some 
of the writers of boys' sports stories. This is the third in recent months, (Touchdown 
Glory, reviewed on P. 396 - its closest competitor this season). This story has many par- 
@llels. A team from a& small college with indifferent coaching and natural cooperative 
team spirit wins against a powerful team. Then the alumni decide to rocket the college to 
fame. The atmosphere becomes heavy with organization and the fun of the sport for sports 
sake goes by the board. The star player finally sees the set-up in all its ugliness, the 
underhand methods used to insure victory. He goes to the President of the college, and 
proves his point- and sees it cleared up. Good school story- with a purpose. (9/19) 


Headley, Elizabeth Macrae-Smith 
SHE'S MY GIRL $2.50 


Rather hackneyed situation as a starter, as Jo faces disappointment with the 
collapse of the family's finances and her father's illness, knows college is out that Fall, 
and looks around for a Summer job. She opens a boarding kennel for dogs in some old runs 
behind her home. She faces and solves- with help of a boy who is working at the drug 
store- the many problems that confront her- and wins through to new maturity. Elizabeth 
Headley has done better books, but her audience is not too critical, and this is a compe- 
tent enough- though undistinguished- tale. (9/19) 
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Davis, Charles E. Messner 
JOE AND BOB ON NORTHLAND TRAILS $2.50 


A pleasant happy family story of a wonderful summer spent in the lake district 
of Wisconsin. They take Joe's friend, Bob, from Ohio, with them, and the boys find a lot 
going on in the little community, with contests run for the largest fish, the greatest var- 
iety of birds recognized, during the season. There is a costume party and excitement over 
& worrisome brat. But unfortunately, it all seems rather stereotyped and contrived, end 
readers lose interest quickly; no suspense, slight plot, and indifferent characterization. 


(9/19) 


Scholz, Jackson Morrow 
JOHNNY KING, QUARTERBACK $2.50 


Scholtz not at his best- in a pro football yarn. Johnny has come back from col- 
lege to find his lumberman father in a tight spot financially. Pro football seems the 
answer and Johnny has a chance to go pro on the same team with his old squadron. Then an 
ascident postpones his joining, and he turns instead to coaching the local Michigan high 
school team. When his chance comes again, he- and his buddies- find that the famous squad- 
ron has lost its morale, but Johnny manages to instill the old spirit, makes good his agree- 
ment, saves the pressure on his father and so on. There are better football stories this 
year. (9/21) 


Hurd, Edith Thacher Oxford 
THE GALLEON FROM MANILA $2.50 


A book for older boys and girls than her previous ones,- Benny the Bulldozer, 
Toughte and His Trailer Truck and so on - this is fast-moving adventure with lots of color. 
Felipe, 16-year old son of the Duke of Torres, yearned to be an officer under Admiral de 
Anguello, but was told he was too young. In an abortive attempt to prove his manhood, 
Felipe plays a valiant part in an effort to stop smuggling, and finds himself a prisoner 
of the French. On a long voyage to the new world, Felipe holds his own against the French 
Admiral and his cruel first mate - and in an escape from the /ncarnacion during a battle 
against the British, Felipe conquers the Admiral, and gets the boat to a Spanish ship, and 
proves his right to serve as an officer. Pictures by Frederick Chapman. (9/8) 


Lewis, C. Day Viking 
THE OTTERBURY INCIDENT $2.00 


* The Abbey town of Otterbury in England is the setting for a rough and tumble 
story of rival school gangs and desperate characters of the post-war black market. A 
unique venture for an author known in wholly different fields- but one that proves again 
his amazing versatility. It all starts with a ball thrown through a school window, and 
the two gangs combining to make good the cost. Then the money the boys have earned dis- 
appears mysteriously, and some good amateur detective work follows as the boys plan their 
tactics and carry them out with efficiency and dispatch. Suspense is held tautly as the 
readers follow every moment of the mounting excitement. A swell yarn from an exceptional 
writer. Illustrated by Edward Ardizzone. (9/2) 


12-15 ~- NON - FICTION 
Bethers, Ray Aladdin Books 
PERHAPS I'LL BE A SAILOR $1.75 


In format- and title- this looks younger than it actually is, so be sure to spot 
it as a serious vocational book, for the teens. We are putting it at this age level be- 
cause interest in authentic facts about the sea certainly belongs with the lower teens, 
and here is a potpourri of data. Types of ships and their uses, duties and training of 
ship's officers, modern equipment, navy codes and flags (in color), semaphore signals, in- 
signia, ship's lights, whistle signals, etc., etc. A career at sea in a cockleshell.(Sept.) 
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Crowell 
ELEANOR ROOSEVELT $2.50 





Knapp, Sally 







Perhaps the problems attendant on writing a biography of a living person loomed 
so large that the biographer was stymied. Perhaps the awareness that opinion regarding 
Mrs. Roosevelt goes to such extremes of admiration or dislike, made an objective study 
seem colorless, though Eleanor Roosevelt is herself such a colorful personality that some 
of her vibrancy inevitably emerges. In spite of this, this biography does little more 
than skim the surface of bare facts; very little of the personality behind the activities 
is allowed to come through; the author somehow fails to make her live. With the second 
volume of her own autobiography shortly to appear, we feel that younger readers would do 
well to turn to that rather than this disappointing text. (9/19) 










Spencer, Cornelia John Day 


STRAIGHT FURROW $2.50 
The Biography of Harry S. Truman 












A pleasant, friendly story of the “typical American", a mid westerner who rose 
from drugstore clerk to President of the United States. Here is the matter of fact record 
of a plain American, honest, conscientious, with no ambitions to reach the role Fate 
thrust upon him, but- having achieved it- a healthy determination to hold it on his own 
personality and merit. Through his Horatio Alger story, one sees the qualities that made 
it possible; and his sterling worth, his likable personality, come through the facts of 
his life. The biographer has resisted the temptation to make the story too glowing a one, 
ee <i balaance makes it more interesting reading, for the teens and up. Photographs. 
9/22 
























Jackson, Phyllis Wynn Holiday House 
se GOLDEN FOOTLIGHTS $3.00 


* A sparkling biography of the first great comedienne of the American stage, Lotta 
Crabtree, who enchanted audiences across the country for twenty five years. Miss Jackson 
has captured in her story the very essence of the American mood of that period,- the fever 
for new frontiers, the riches of the earth. Tiny red-headed Lotta and her mother were 
good troupers, and their story is the story of the American stage of their day. Anyone 
interested in the theatre, particularly girls who want to make the stage a career, should 
read it for background; for other readers it is a delightful costume piece. (9/15) 


Webster, Polly Lantern Press 


MY PRIVATE LIFE $2.95 
A Personal Record for the Teen Years 


A memory book- styled 1949- and definitely keyed to Junior High rather than up- 
per teens. A book for keeping pezsonal records, items of factual interest, ideas, aspir- 
ations and dreams. Family records - for those who care, and at that age I doubt their 
very great number. School records and goals. Finances. Interests. Fads. Sports. Heart 
throbs. Books read. Movies seen. Food. Clothes. Radio and television programs. Parties. 
There is space for very little ebullient overflow, but the suggestions for analyzing your 
own personality, charting your potentialities, watching your development over three years 
of comparative records may hold the germ of an idea that is constructive. The book is 
studded with quotations, unfortunately often inaccurate. Illustrated by Martha Wheeler. 


(9/6) 
Graham, Shirley Messner 
ra THE STORY OF PHILLIS WHEATLEY $2.75 





Phillis Wheatley was a young and tragic Negro poet who lived in Boston of the 
American Revolutionary period. The biographer has described with deep feeling her en- 
trance into Boston harbor on a slaver, her subsequent sale to the wife of a well-to-do 
merchant, who was quick to recognize her good mind, the imaginative quality of her express- 
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ion, and who saw to it that she received an education far better than most women of her 
day. So great was her poetic gift that it had recognition of cultured Boston, and of 
George Washington as well. She travelled abroad and was entertained by the nobility, but 

&. with the coming of the war came ruin and death to her benefactors, while an unfortunate 
early marriage resulted in her own tragic death. A fascinating story, which should have 
wide appeal for sensitive readers of any age. Selections from her writings are included. 


(9/19) 





























FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Double-list the following from the 12-15 section: (PP. 429-430) 


Morse, Ray- CADETS AT KINGS POINT (Aladdin- $2.50) 
Bechdolt, Jack- GREG SHERIDAN, REPORTER (Dutton- $2.50) 
Kjelgaard, Jim- A NOSE FOR TROUBLE (Holiday House- $2.50) 
Emery, R.G.- T-QUARTERBACK (Macrae-Smith- $2.50) 

Lewis, C. Day- THE OTTERBURY INCIDENT (Viking- $2.00) 


Gallico, Paul Knopf 
THE LONELY $2.50 


Warning- for most readers at this age level, the moral involved and its satis- 
factory conclusion would be no deterrent, but for some parents and many librarians, the 
story should be noted before recommendation... Lieutenant Jerry Wright, 235, product of an 
upper class Long Island upbringing, takes Patches, a WAAF, with him on a furlough in Scot- 
land. Finding in her the answer to his emotional gropings, he is torn by his loyalty to 
his fiancee, childhood sweetheart back home. A flying trip home shakes his confidence 
again, and his code almost wins out over his love for Patches. But back in England he 
faces his problems in adult fashion, and decides to marry her. Sentimental- yes- but 
there's dearth of romance that offers problems, and this for some will hold the answer. 

Ge (For full report see P. 403). (9/19) 


O'Neal, Charles ‘Messner 
THE THREE WISHES OF JAMIE MCCRUIN $3.00 


The strong Irish flavor has its own charm in this whimsical story of Jamie, who 
is promised three wishes by the fairy queen,~- travel, a beautiful wife, and a wonderful 
son, and of how he achieves all three. He and his cousin manage to trick their families 
into thinking they are dead, and escape the threat- for Jamie- of a loveless marriage, 
and get away to America. They join up with a band of Irish horse traders, and one thing 
leads to another in entertaining fashion as the three wishes come true. Charm and humor 
and originality, in a gay romance. Winner of $5,000 Christopher Award. (For full report 
see P. 403) (9/23) ; 


Recommended Mysteries 


Scherf, Margaret- THE GUN IN DANIEL WEBSTER'S BUST- Doubleday-$2.25.(9/15) 375 


Ames, Delano ~ SHE SHALL HAVE MURDER - Rinehart- $2.50 (10/13) 410 
NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Double-list the following from the 12-15 section: (P. 432) 
Spencer, Cornelia- STRAIGHT FURROW (John Day- $2.50) 


Jackson, Phyllis Wynn- GOLDEN FOOTLIGHTS (Holiday House- $3.00) 
Graham, Shirley- THE STORY OF PHILLIS WHEATLEY (Messner- $2.75) 
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Toombs, Alfred Crowell 


























RAISING A RIOT $3.00 
= Al Toombs returns from the war to undertake alone the raising of his three child- 
ren, in a somewhat unsteady cottage in Maryland. He found what it meant to put in a 140 


hour week of laundry, cleaning, and the ordeal of meals, which he gradually upgraded from 
frankfurters to chicken. Larry was 10, Lynn 7, Janie 4- and he tried various systems of 
harnessing his child-power with no success: he spent a winter in Florida to escape the 
truant officers, he went through various vicissitudes, many headaches, full quota of 
stomachaches. Fairly funny recall, in the Cheaper by the Dozentradition. (Full report 
P. 420) (10/10) 


Oursler, Fulton & Will Doubleday 
FATHER FLANAGAN OF BOYS TOWN $3.00 


This is an anecdotal picture of Father Flanagan and the growth of Boys Town, 
Nebraska, sprinkled with success stories of homeless boys and misfits, against the back- 
g*ound of Father Flanagan's own story. His youth in Ireland, his early dedication to the 
priesthood, his fight against tuberculosis. But his real story starts with his ordina- 
tion and his hotel for destitute men, which led to his work with boys. The modest pro- 
ject began in a rundown building and grew to a million dollar enterprise. Father Flana- 
gan emerges as an idealized figure, and his story is written with warmth and humor. (Full 
report P. 419) (10/6) 


Cousins, Norman- fd. Longmans, Green 
WRITING FOR LOVE OR MONEY $3.50 


A symposium of articles which have appeared in Zhe Saturday Review, and which 
discuss many aspects of writing. A notable collection of contributors include Henry 
& Seidel Canby, Jesse Stuart, Elmer Davis, Stephen Leacock, Edith Wharton, Saroyan, Ellen 
Glasgow, Pearl Buck, James Truslow Adams, and many others. The range is wide:- the 
impulse to write, writing schools, making an index, writing to please yourself, specifics 
of writing biography, history, science, poetry, essays, humor, juveniles, criticism, and 
so on. Of primary interest to aspirants. (For full report see P. 423) (Publ.) 











Macmillan 
$5.00 






Calahan, H.A. 








SAILING TECHNIQUE 


A be-all and end-all instruction book for the novice as well as the advanced 
sailor, this expands the material in his basic Learning to Sail (1932). He notes the 
changes in boats and rigging, distinguishes between “true” and “apparent” wind, shares 
his own wide experience. A book for those who would improve their techniques which 
ranges from advice on selection of craft, to information on rigging, on care of equipment, 
on instruction in such things as knots, splicing, navigation, tides, theory of sailing, 
etc. For those in small boats as well as more complicated craft. 60 photographs; 76 
line drawings. (Full report P, 420) (10/11) 









Banta, R.E. Rinehart 
THE OHIO $5.00 










This River book follows the same pattern as most of the others, starting with 
description and geology, prehistoric and historic Indians, early explorers, fur traders, 
settlers, the whole colorful history of the region, and the 20th century efforts to 
harness the river for transportation purposes and industry. There is, perhaps, greater 
concentration on the historical aspects than in some of the others. Of regional interest 
largely- but on a good level of writing. (For full report see P. 421) (10/13) 
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Wallace, Francis Rinehart 
THE NOTRE DAME STORY $2.75 


You don't even have to be a follower of Notre Dame to enjoy this, for its most- 
ly football, and worth the price of admission. The famous Knute Rockne threads his way 
from preface to last goal line. The book gives the spirit of the school on the academic 
and religious side, and tells of its growth from an insignificant boys’ school to a great 
educational institution. (For full report see P. 416) (9/29) 


Atkin, William Sheridan House 
OF YACHTS AND MEN $7.50 


Specialized and expensive, but if yours is a yachting community, you should 
know about this for young and old enthusiasts. Atkin is one of the foremost small yacht 
designers; this tells of his outstanding ships, with full details of their construction 
and performance. There's only a little of the personal, but there's a wealth of detail 
about design and building, specifics of tanks, below deck equipment, decks, sails,masts, 
e;c. Full illustrated. (For full report see P. 412) (9/7) 


Snyder, Louis L. & A TREASURY OF GREAT REPORTING Simon & Schuster 
Morris, Richard B.-4Ads. $5.00 


A colossus, running over a thousand pages, representing many countries, many 
centuries. From point of view of straight readability, Ward Greene's Star Reporters 
(Random House-1949) was more manageable. This opens with the confession of the witch 
Walpurga in the 16th century; goes on up through the centuries with many famous incidents 
and issues,- the storming of the Bastille, the Boston Tea Party, the Hamilton-Burr duel, 
Waterloo, the charge of the Light Brigade, Abe Lincoln's farewell, the Dreyfus Affair, 
the murder trial of Harry Thaw, the first World War, the Moscow Trials, the Lindbergh 
flight, the Sacco and Vanzetti case, World War II, etc. Selected for the dramatic repre- 
sentation of the events rather than the reporters. (For full report see P. 422) (Oct.) 


Rugoff, Milton- Fd. Viking 
A HARVEST OF WORLD FOLK TALES $3.95 


* Public libraries or school libraries with inadequate funds for Botkin and Clough 
representation will not feel cheated with this superb collection, whose fundamental basis 
is the household tale and whose reference value is unlimited. From 19 areas 200 tales 
have been brought together, varying from short shorts to 10,000 word length. Legends, 
myths, fables, the best in modern retelling (by Constance Rourke, Zora Neale Hurston, 
Frank Dobie, Babette Deutsch, etc.); original sources of classics like Rip Van Winkle, 
William Tell, etc.; readability the major criterion of inclusion. Authoritative source, 
refelction of national character, antiquity, popularity are additional factors. The 
romance of chivalry is deliberately omitted. Comprehensive and very worthwhile. TIllus- 
trated by Joseph Low. Pre-publication price, until October 21, $3.45. (For original 
report see P. 355) (10/7) 


Perry, George Sessions Whittlesey 
MY GRANNY VAN $2.50 


Nice job, this portrait of a forceful character in the family album, Granny Van, 
of whom George Perry was in particularly close though not always harmonious relationship. 
She dominated successfully first his parents, then, when he was a boy, young George. This 
recapitulates her stormy passages with her maid, with Uncle Harry, with neighbors and 
tradesmen. It follows her sharp interest in medication - leading to alcohol, as from an 
unacknowledged nip here and there she worked up to a gallon a fortnight. All in all, this 
catches much of the spirit of an indomitable she-devil who was hard to live with, easy to 
love. (For full report see P. 415) (9/28) 





